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| 
we included that expended by the Mexicans as 


well as the Americans. In the name of humanity, \ 
he asked if all this was not sufficient to satisfy this |! 
purning heart of the nation, which had thus been | 
“prepared for war’? by the present Administra- |, 
tion? 
His amendment proposed the appointment of 
three commissioners to treat with Mexico and give 
assurance of our desire to settle this-difficulty on 
terms of justice and magnanimity. We surely 
had three men in this country who might be desig- 
nated by the President, to be approved by the 
Senate—— 

Mr. K. was here arrested by the fall of the ham- 
mer, announcing the expiration of the five minutes 
which are allowed by the rules for explaining an 
amendment. 

Mr. HARALSON raised the point that the || 
amendment was out of order, on the ground of | 
irrelevancy. 

The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order. | 

Mr. KAUFMAN asked for tellers on the adop- 
tion of the amendment, which were not ordered. 

The question being taken, the amendment was | 
rejected without a division. 

The second section was read. 

Mr. SAWYER moved to amend it by inserting | 
after the words ‘‘ certificates of stock,”’ where they 
first occur, the following: ‘* No one of which shall 
ve of a less amount than one hundred dollars.’’ 
Rejected. 

Mr.SAWYER then moved to amend by striking || 
out the following: 

ind provided, also, That whenever required sv to do, 
the Secretary of the Treasury shall cause to be attached to | 
any certificate or certificates to be issued under this act 
coupons of interest; and any certificate having such coupons | 
of interest attached to it may be transferable by delivery of 
the certificate, instead of being assiguable on the books of 
the treasury. 

Mr. SAWYER wished to state some reasons 
for striking out this proviso. In the first section 
of the bill these stocks were made transferable on 
the books of the department; in this proviso they 
were made transferable, at the option of the holder, 
by delivery, not by assignment. He had moved 
to add, that no certificates of stock less than 
$100 should be issued; but that amendment had 
been rejected. He now moved to strike out. this 
proviso; if it was retained, if the present form of |. 
the bill was preserved, the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury might issue one dollar bills. There was 
nothing to prevent it, and they were transferable 
by delivery. By that means they could make, 
under this bill, as good a United States bank as 
ever was. They might issue every certificate of || 
this stock in one dollar bills. There was no limit 
to the number of them. He proposed to strike 
out the proviso, so as to make the certificates trans- 
ferable only on the books of the treasury. 

The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. More- 
HEAD] yesterday observed in his remarks that this 
bill, reported by the majority of the committee, 
was the bill recommended by Mr. Walker, Secre- 
lary of the Treasury, with a slight exception, 
which was, that it did not provide for the issue of 
treasury notes. That exception made the whole 
difference. The treasury notes provided for in the 
substitute, reported by the minority of the com- 
mittee, were not to be of denominations less than 

- But, by the bill, all these certificates could 
one dollar certificates, and they were tranfer- 
able by delivery. 

But gentlemen might say, while we have the 
present President and Secretary of the Treasury, 
there will be no dangerof having these small issues. 
Well, that might be so; but we had no guarantee 
that hereafter, when another Administration came 
into power, we might not have them, and the 
country flooded, under authority of this majority 

ll, with Government wintelien bills. Gentle- 
men on the other side of this House had now the 
*pportunity, and he called upon them to come out 
and declare to the people of this country that they 
did not desire b ie. measure to make a Govern- 
ment bank, as they had charged that those with 
whom he acted would make by the issue of these | 
Weasury notes, These were his objections to the | 
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bill, and he called on gentlemen to meet the ques- 
tion. 


Mr. VINTON, for the purpose of obtaining the 
opportunity to say afew words in explanation, 


| moved to accept the motion to strike out the pro- 
2 ry 7 . . 
| viso. The reason for the provisoes to which his 


colleague [Mr. Sawyer] took exception was this: 
This bill proposed that certificates of stock shall 
be transferred on the books of the Register. This 
was the ordinary mode. But it was supposed, 


| that if any part of it should go into the hands of 
| foreigners, they would desire coupons. The stock 


authorized by the act of 1842 was tranferable on 
the books of the Register, but subsequently a pro- 
vision was inserted like that which this bill con- 
tained, because foreigners who take stock are 
accustomed to and therefore prefer coupons. The 


| two provisoes of this bill amount to this: that the 


holder of stock who desired the evidence of his 
ownership to be on the books of the Register might 


have it so, and those who desired the other mode || 


might have it. He knew not any law in which | 
there had been a limitation of the amount of the 
stock to be issued. He was not apprehensive that 
the Secretary of the Treasury would enter upon 
the plan of issuing dollar certificates, as his col- 
league appeared to apprehend. If his colleague 


|| (Mr. Sawyer] thought the Secretary would do so, 


he (Mr. V.) had no objection to the restriction. 
He then withdrew his motion, having only made 
it to give himself an opportunity to make these 
observations. 

Mr. SAWYER replied, if the gentleman from 


|| Ohio was not afraid that the Secretary would do 


it, still there could be no impropriety in the amend- 
ment, which would put it out of the power of the 


‘|| Secretary to do it. 


Mr. VINTON said he had already told the gen- 
tleman he had no objection to the amendment, 
though all the laws heretofore passed have no such 
restriction. He had, however, he repeated, no ob- 
jection to this bill undergoing the modification sug- 
gested by his colleague. 

Mr. McKAY hoped his friend from Ohio [Mr. | 
Sawyer] would withdraw his proposition; for as 
the bill now stood, facilities would be afforded by 
it for the negotiation of the loan. He would, how- 
ever, be willing to limit the issuing of stock to 


| sums not less than $50. He might be willing to 


go to $100, but he should not be willing to make 
any provision that would prevent people of moder- 
ate means lending to their Government their $50 


or $100. Many had small sums who could not || no degree change that state of things. He knew 


lend large amounts, and he was desirous to give 
them the opportunity to invest those small means 
on the security of the Government. 

Mr. SAWYER complied with the request of 
the gentleman from North Carolina, and withdrew 


| his amendment. 


Mr. McKAY then submitted another proviso, 
*‘ that, no certificate of stock shall be issued for 
less amounts than $50.’’ This amendment was 

reed to. 

Mr. WM. T. LAWRENCE proposed to add, | 
after the word “‘ certificates,”’ the words “of not | 
less than $500 each.” 


Mr. McLANE said this amendment was incon- || 


sistent with the preceding one, adopted on the 
motion of the gentleman from North Carolina, 
{[Mr. McKay.] He, therefore, moved to strike 


out ** ” and insert ‘* $50.”’ He was desirous 
to obviate all prohibitions of deposits by small | 
capitalists. mad 


After some conversation thereon, Mr. McLANE | 
withdrew his amendmert. 
The question was then taken on the amendment | 


| fife 


be a quarter or a half cent below par. The Gov- 
ernment must have money to meet the expenses 
which it has incurred, whether its stock was above 
or below par, and he supposed money, like every- 
thing else, had a market value. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. GENTRY moved to insert after the word 
‘““par,”’ the words * until the same shall have been 
advertised a reasonable time, and proposals for 
subscription to said loan invited; and the said 
Secretary, if he deem it for the interest of the Uni- 
ted States so to do, is hereby authorized to accept 
such proposals as shall offer the highest price for 
said stock, or any part thereof.’’ 

Mr. G. said the bill under consideration proposed 
to authorize the Government to obtain a loan to 
the amount of sixteen millions of dollars, and to 
authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to issue 
Government stock at six per cent., but he was not 
allowed to sell it below par. He (Mr. G.) pro- 
posed to remove this restriction. This money was 
needed to meet the liabilities already incurred, and 


to pay for contracts already made; and, though 


they learned from the papers of the day that Gov- 
ernment six per cent. stock was selling at par, it 
was a well-known fact that nothing was so fluctua- 
ting as the market value of stocks. To-day it might 
be at par; to-morrow at a premium; and the next 
day below par. No man could foresee for six days 
what the murket value would be; no man could 
say what the Government stock would sell at six, 
eight, or ten days hence; nor could any man say 
when the drafts drawn on the Government in Mex- 
ico would bé sent in. But the Government must 
have the means to meet them, come when they 
might, and also its other liabilities. He held it to 
be the duty of this Congress, in authorizing a loan, 
to put itin such a shape as would enable the Gov- 


ernment to meet its liabilities in all events that 


might occur. That it was the duty of this Govern- 
ment to maintain its credit would be controverted 
by none; but, under the existing circumstances in 
which the Government was now placed, it seemed 
to him that every consideration of patriotism and 
sound policy required the Congress of the United 


|| States to guard against the possible occurrence of 


this nation presenting before the nations of the 
earth the spectacle of being a borrower, and yet 
unable to borrow in the market. He hoped the 
opinion which had been expressed, that this six 

r cent. stock could be negotiated would be real- 
ized. The adoption of his amendment would in 


it would be objected to his amendment, that if it 
were adopted, capitalists might combine and com- 
pel the Government to sell its stock below par; but 
he could not think that such a combination need 


be apprehended. This was a very broad Union; 


nay, the Secretary was not even restricted to this 
Union; he could send agents abroad, if he pleased. 
Such a combination, then, he could not think any 
capitalists here would attempt, and, if they did, he 
saw nothing to fear from it. : 

The Chairman’s hammer announced the expira- 
tion of the gentleman’s five minutes. 

Mr. FICKLIN moved to strike out all that por- 
tion of the amendment which provided for adver- 
tising, with a view to make a few remarks in reply 
to the gentleman from Tennessee. He would 
say to that gentleman, that the experiment had 


| been tried which he desired again to hazard, and 
| the result was, that the stocks of the Government 


directly after went down in a most ruinous man- 
ner—even as low as thirty per cent. on stock, and 
per cent. on treasury notes. This, he was 
understood to say, was during the war of 1814; 


of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Law- || since which time there has been no authority 


RENCE,} and it was rejected. 
Mr. GREGORY moved to add, after the word | 


'| to sell six per cent. stock for less than par. Dis- 
| aster had attended a subsequent similar experiment, 
‘* par,”’ the words “in-the city of New York, or |) 


and such would be the result now, and the credit of 


be hypothecated for any loan of money thereon.’’ || the Government would be seriously affected. Rather 


Rejected. 


|| than adopt the amendment of the 


ntleman from 


r. MEADE moved to strike out the first pro- || Tennessee, he would make the stock a seven, eight, 
viso, in these words: “ Provided, That no part of || or even ten per cent. stock. That was all he had 


said stock be sold below par.”’ 


ernment without money, in case its stock should 


He presumed it || to say, and he now withdrew his amendment. 
was not intended by the House to leave the Gov- || 


The question was then taken on Mr. Gentry’s 
amendment, and it was rejected. 
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The third section was read, ’ 
Mr. GRINNELL offered the following substi- 
tute for it: 


And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury be, and he is hereby, authorized to receive proposals for 
the taking of such loan, or any part or parts thereof; and 
that before disposing of the said stock, issued for such loan, 
the Secretary of the Treasury shall cause to be inserted in 
two public newspapers printed in the city of Washington, 
and two public newspapers printed in the principal city or 
capital of each State, an advertisement stating that bids and 
proposals for such loan will be received until a certain day, 
to be specified in such advertisement, not more than sixty 
days or less than twenty days from the time of the first in- 
sertion of said advertisement in the two newspapers in the 
city of Washington, and stating the amount of the loan 
required and in what instalments, and when and where it 
will be required to be paid; and the said Secretary may pay 
such expenses as may be necessarily incurred in printing 
and iseuing certificates of stock, and other expenses inci- 
dent to the execution of this act, which shall notin all exceed 
the sum of 816,000, which sum of $16,000 is hereby appro- 
priated for these purposes, and shall be paid out of any money 
in the treasury not otherwise approprinted : Provided, That 
no compensation shall be allowed to any officer whose salary 
is fixed by law for any service performed by him in the exe- 
cution of this act.’ 


Mr. G., said that the great object of the amend- 
ment he had offered was to provide for a full and 
fair competition for the loans wanted. 
only be done by public notice in the newspapers of 
the amount, times, and places of payment, and the 
amount of each instalment to be paid. The money, 
of course, will not be all wanted at one time. It 
is of great importance to the bidder for the loan to 
know precisely when he will be required to pay it. 
Great dissatisfaction was felt when the last loan 
was made, under the act of 1847, on this account. 
The advertisement stated that ‘the department 
reserves the right of fixing the periods when the 
money must be paid.’? Many were deterred from 
bidding, because there was no certainty when they 
would be called on to pay. They must either keep 
their money on hand, losing the interest, or run 
the risk of being called on and not ready-to pay. 
The want of this knowledge also gave rise to sus- 
picion that persons residing here had an advantage 
over those at a distance, by intimations more or 
less definite as to the periods when payments would 
be required. 
advertising would be the knowledge beforehand of 
how much per month would be required for the 
purposes of the Government. This would be a 
great relief to mercantile people. 

Mr. G. added that he had made this motion with 
the knowledge and approbation of a majority of 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. VINTON observed that this section of the 
bill had been copied verbatim from the law of 1832; 
but he was satisfied the amendment proposed by 
his friend from Massachusetts was better. 

Mr. GRINNELL said that it had been suggest- 
ed to him that in some of the cities indicated there 
might not be two papers published. He would, 
therefore, modify the amendment so as to say 
‘‘ one or more,”’ instead of ** two.’ 

Mr. McKAY expressed his hope that the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts waild not strike out 
the whole of the section, but would suffer that 
portion of it to stand which conferred on the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury power to employ an agent 
to obtain money on the loan. This power had 
always been given and always used in the case of 
former loans. 

Mr. GRINNELL said it was his intention to 
leave that, and he thought it was in the substitute. 

The substitute having been read— 

Mr. McKAY observed that it contained no such 
power. He did not believe that this bill was the 
most eligible form in which the desired loan could 
be effected; but he wished to make it as effective 
as possible, and he had no desire to gee the bill de- 
feated. If this ordinary power of employing an 
agent by the department to assist in negotiating the 
loan should be denied, what must be the effect? 
The loan would be known or heard of only in the 
public papers, and the Government might have to 
wait much longer before the loan was taken up. 
Mr. McK. had no doubt that at this very moment 


it might be taken in New York at par; but still it | 


was proper and necessary that there should be an 
agent of the Treasury Department employed to fa- 
ctlitate the operation. Money was scattered abroad 
through the country; and such an individual might 


succeed in getting $50,000 in one a and $100,000 
in another, and so the loan would be sooner taken 


up. In all the previous loans effected by the Gov- 
ernment, such an agent had always been employed. 


This can | 


Another advantage to the country in | 





Mr. GRINNELL said he had no wish to strike 


out the power to employ a person of this descrip- 
tion; but he supposed his employment would be 


i 
} 


covered by the words “ other expenses’’ in the | 


amendment. However, he would modify 
amendment by inserting, in the 17th line, the words 
**the employment of agents;’’ and in relation to 
the papers to be employed for advertising, he would 
further modify that clause by adding the words 
“* not exceeding two.’’ 

The amendment, thus modified, was agreed to. 

Mr. McCLERNAND moved to amend the bill 


his | 


by inserting the following as a new section, to come 


in after the third section: 


And he it further enacted, That all of the public lands which 
shall have been in market twenty or more years at the time 
of applying to enter the same under this section shall be 
subject to sale at one dollar per acre ; and all of the public 
lands which shall have been in market twenty five or more 
years, as aforesaid, shall he subject to sale at seventy-five 
cents peracre; and all of the public lands which shall have 
been in market thirty years, as aforesaid, shall be subject to 


GLOBE. 





sale at fifty cents ne acre: Provided, That no one person | 


shall be authorized to acquire more than one township, at 
the lowest rate of fifty cents per acre: Provided, also, That 
this section shall not be construed to impair any preémption 
right now authorized, or which may be authorized, by law : 
And provided further, That the moneys to be reecived under 
this section shall be applied as now directed by law. 


The CHAIR decided this amendment to be out | 


of order, as not germane to the bill. 

Mr. GREGORY moved a new section, to come 
in after the third section, as follows: 

Ind he it further enacted, That in case the emergencies of 
the country shall prevent the obtainment of the aforesaid 
sum of sixteen millions of dollars, or any part thereof, at the 
rate and on the terms provided in this act, it shall be lawful 
for the Seeretary of the Treasury to obtain the same, or any 
part thereof, on the payment of interest at the rate of and 
not to exceed seven per centum per annum: Provided, That 
the loan obtained at seven per centum be reimbursable any 
time after five years after the first day of July next after the 
passage of this act. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The fourth section was read. 

Mr. COLLAMER moved to amend it as fol- 
lows: 

That the moneys arising from duties on goods, wares, 
ang merchandise which may be imported into the United 
States, or so much thereof as shall be equal to the payment 
of the interest, be and the same are hereby pledged and ap- 
propriated to the payment of said interest; and the faith of 
the United States is hereby pledged for the payment of said 
debt. and the payment of the same, when ultimately due, is 
hereby directed out of any money then in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

Mr. COLLAMER said it was understood on all 
sides of the House that the object of this bill was, to 
enable the Secretary of the Treasury to borrow six- 
teen millions of dollars in addition to the revenue. 
In addition to the revenue. But this section, as it 
stood, declared that the whole revenue was pledged, 
first, for the payment of the interest, and then the 
principal of the loan; and also directed that the 
Secretary must first apply the revenue received to 
the principal. ‘This would not be due for twenty 
years to come; yet the Secretary would be com- 
pelled to apply the very first moneys received into 
the treasury to create a sinking fund to reimburse 
the principal of the debt. He must do this before 
he did anything else with the public money. So 
that this loan, instead of being in aid of the reve- 
nue only, anticipated the revenue to be received, 
and forced the Secretary to sequester all the money 
that came in till the debt was provided for. Mr. 
C. thought the introduction of a provision of this 
kind went to defeat the great purpose of the bill, 
which was to get sixteen millions of money in ad- 
dition to the revenue. This would not 


pledged the revenue as fast as received, and seques- 
tered it from all other uses. 


Mr. PALFREY moved to strike out the fourth | 


section. 


Mr. PALFREY said, that should that amend- 


ment prevail, and the bill be reported to the House, 
he should then move in the House to strike out 
the word “ twenty,”’ in the first section, and insert 


| the word “ five,’’ so as to make the loan reimburs- 


able at the end of five years; and then he should 
further move to instruct the Committee of Ways 


/ and Means to reporta bill laying a direct tax for a 


sufficient sum to constitute a sinking fund for the re- 


| imbursement of the principal and interest of the loan. 


' 
i] 





He would, if possible, within the five minutes 
allowed him by the rule, briefly state his reasons 
for this course. 

J First, he believed it ee a sure way to 
ring about a speedy peace. Fighting seemed to 
many people a very agreeable thing, as long as 


re et the 
| money in addition to the revenue at all: it only | 





| bill. 
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| they were not made to feel how expensive a lux. 


ury it was. But he believed there was many a 
constituency in this country, now very greedy for 
blood and glory, who would not receive more than 
one visit from the collector before they would be 


| sending instructions to their Representatives here 


to put a stop to the war without delay. 

Again: a direct tax always was the proper war 
tax. If you would not take that, you must look 
either to contracting a debt for v0sterity to pay— 
a course equally dishonest and dangerous—or ¢|se 
to obtaining a sufficient revenue from duties op 
imports, a thing practically impossible. We have 
no right to burden posterity with the payment of 
the expenses ofthis war. We have the glory, such 
as it is, and it is but fair that we should pay the 
And the example of England ought to warn 
us of the danger of laying the charges of our wars 
on future times. As to getting a sinking fund for 
the proposed Joan from the ordinary revenues of 
the country, every one must see it was out of 
the question. It was mere trifling to speak of such 
a thing. He put it to his friend, the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, whether 
he believed it possible, by any adjustment of a 
tariff system, to obtain a revenue of more than 
thirty-five millions of dollars from imposts? And 
that sum would do no more, or scarcely more, than 
meet the ordinary expenses of the Government on 
a peace establishment, leaving little or nothing to 
go to the payment of the six millions of dollars of 
interest on the public debt, to say nothing of the 
principal. It was true that the amount of import- 
ations, and the amount of revenue obtained from 
them, would increase with the growth of the coun- 
try; but there was not the slightest reason to sup- 
pose that they would increase in a greater ratio 
than the public expenses, or that the receipts from 
the custom-house could be relied upon to do more 
than meet the current charges of the Government, 
under any tariff system that could be devised. 

The chairman, in allusion to that article of the 
Constitution which provides that direet taxes shall 
be apportioned among the States according to their 
population, had said that such a tax would fall 
heavily on Ohio, Indiana, and other States, whose 
wealth was not in proportion to their numbers. 
That argument might do very well for the chair- 
man and his constitnents, but it worked the other 
way for him (Mr. P.) and his. The people of 
Massachusetts were large consumers of foreign 
articles, and accordingly paid a large amount of 
indirect taxes into the treasury; while, from their 
comparatively small numbers, their assessment of 
a direct tax would not be burdensome. They 
were friends to a protective system, believing it to 
be a wise and beneficial feature of national policy. 
But, he repeated, no system of duties could be 
made to yield more than would be wanted from 
year to year, after the restoration of peace. Mas- 
sachusetts was always ready to pay her full pro- 

ortion of the public dues. She contributed 
cheerfully and freely to every charge that went to 

romote the prosperity and honor of the country. 
But as to this war, she would like that those who 
approved and enjoyed it more than she did should 
pay moreJargely for their satisfaction. She would 
like to contribute as small a share as — to 
what she regarded with loathing and abhorrence— 
what, in a solemn legislative resolve, a few months 
ago, she had designated as “a war of conquest, 
‘hateful in its objects, wanton, unjust, and uncon- 
*stitutional in its origin and character—a war 
‘against freedom, against humanity, against jus- 
‘tice, against the Union, against the Constitution, 
‘and against the free States.”” [Laughter from the 
war side of the House. ] 

Mr. Coiiamer’s amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Parrey’s amendment was rejected. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved to 


strike out the fourth section, and insert— 

That the faith of the United States is hereby pledged to 
provide and establish sufficient to pay, in addition to the 
ordinary expenses of the Government, the interest on the 
stock issued under the authority of this act, in such annual 
appropriation, as a sinking fund, as will reimburse the entire 
loan at or before its maturity. 


Mr. R. said he concurred in the opinion ex- 
ressed, that the clause in the fourth section should 
be stricken out in accordance with the proposed 


amendment. The pledge of the revenues from the 


customs, in the first instance, to the payment of 


the principal of this loan, was either unmeaning 


and deceptive, or it defeated entirely the objects of 


the loan bill. If it meant anything, and was to 
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rovide for the setting apart the receipts from cus- 


THE CO 





have any operation whatever, by way of security | 
to the holder of the stock, it must be construed to | 


ioms as they were received, as a sinking fund, to | 
reimbarse the whole loan, before anything was | 


applied to any other purpose except the principal 
and interest of the loan. 


But Mr. R. thought that it was very proper to || 
ledge the faith of the Government, not only to | 
pay the interest of the loan, but to make provision | 


by law annually to appropriate a sum sufficient 
not only to pay the interest, but such a sum asa 
sinking fund as would reimburse the whole loan 
at its maturity. 


their reimbursement. The expenses of the two 
years ending next July, by the report of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, would exceed the income 
from the customs, public lands, and all miscellane- 


ous sources, by at least fifty-five millions of dol- | 
jars, and, after deducting the balance on hand at | 


the commencement of these two years, the excess 
would be at least forty-six millions, for which no 
provision was made except by borrowing. It was 
clearly the duty of Congress, at its present session, 
tomake some provision by an increase of duties 
for this large deficit. The only provision recom- 
mended by the Secretary of the Treasury was a 
duty on tea and coffee, and the wise ilies of 
reducing the price of the public lands. The only 
friend of the Administration who may be said to 
have discussed this bill at all, was one of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, who had tacitly 
abandoned this last source of revenue, and avowed 
his preference for a direct tax as the best mode of 
increasing the revenues of the country. The tax 
on tea and coffee was defeated on a direct vote in 
the House of Representatives last year, when the 
friends of the Administration had a majority of 
seventy in this House, and no one supposes that 
either that proposition or one to impose a direct tax 
canprevail. “I'he amount proposed to be raised by 
atea and coffee tax was comparatively trifling. 

The clear duty of Congress, in his view, was to 
adopt such a modification of existing revenue laws 
as would increase the receipts into the treasury 
annually at least ten millions of dollars. Such a 
measure could not appropriately be embraced in 
this bill, but he bined would be seriously acted on 
by Congress during its present session. 

He should vote for this bill, because the money 
proposed to be raised by it was needed to pay the 
existing debts of the nation, for the payment of 
which no one denied the liability, and he was 
against all repudiation, either by the States or the 
General Government. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. STRONG moved to amend the fourth sec- 
tion by striking out all after the enacting words, 
and inserting — 

That the faith of the United States is hereby pledged to 
provide and establish sufficient revenues for the regular pay- 
ment of the interest and for the redemption of said stock. 

Mr.STRONG explained and enforced his amend- 
ment. He objected to the whole principle of pledg- 


It was most improvident legisla- || 
tion to grant large loans and make no provision for || 











Mr. ROCKWELL moved the following as a 
new section, to come in after the fourth section : 


That there be annually appropriated, as a sinking fund, 
such sum from the resources as will reimburse the entire 
loan at its maturity. 


The amendment was rejected. 


The 5th section being under consideration, in 
the following words: 


Src. 5. nd be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized to purchase, 


| at any time before the period herein limited for the redemp 








ing ina special manner any particular portion of |} 


the revenues of the country to the payment of this 
debt. If we obtained this money we obtained it 
on the faith of the Government, and if the customs 
were specially pledged it would be after all but 
giving the faith of the Government. The public 
creditor had no more to rely upon in the one case 
than in the other; in all cases they must rely on 
the faith, on the credit of the Government. 

Any additional pledge was, therefore, wholly 
unnecessary; and it was, moreover, unusual. In 
looking back to the loans made by the Govern- 
ment during the last war he did not find any spe- 
cific pledge; the only pledge was the general one, 
that the United States would raise a sufficient 
‘mount of revenue for the payment of the public 
debt, whatever it might be. 

But we had ae pledged the proceeds of the 
0 lands by the loan bill of the last session. 

hey were now entirely beyond our control. If 
we now proceeded to pledge the proceeds of the 
customs for the payment of this interest, what 
would we have to pledge when we came again to 
authorize another loan? Nothing but what was 
already mortgaged. ‘There was no precedent, no 
=a en why the creditor of os Govern- 
lent should call upon it for any specific pledge, 
and he did not Seliean there enh be ek Fall 
he amendment was agréed to. 


| not originate a loan bill; that it was in the nature | 


| at liberty to go out on an equal footing with indi- 


| allow the Government to choose its favorites, 





tion of the stock hereby created, such portion thereof at the 
inarket price, not below par, as the funds of the Government 
inay admit of, after meeting all the demands on the treasu- 
ry; and any surplus that hereafter may be in the treasury is 
hereby appropriated to that object. 


Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved an amend- | 


ment, to strike out the words ‘* not below par.”’ by 


Mr. E. said a few words in support of his amend- 
ment, but was not heard so as to be reported, 

The question being taken, the amendment was 
rejected. 


_ Mr. POLLOCK moved to amend so as to make 
it read ‘‘at par.”? He argued that it was proper 
that the stock should be redeemed at par; not 
above par, or below par. The Governmient, in 
urchasing the stock, should pay no more or no 
ess than the face of it. If our stocks were at par, 
and could be purchased, let the Government re- 
deem them when the means in the treasury would 
admit; if it could not be done at par, it was better 
to pay the interest, and the Government should 
not attempt to buy up its own stock at less than | 
par. Equal and exact justice should characterize 
all its transactions, as those of every good citizen. | 

The question being taken, the amendment was | 
rejected. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania, moved to strike 
out the word “ below,”’ and insert ** above,’’ so as | 
to make it read ‘‘ not above par.”’ 

He thought the House would certainly not in- || 
sist upon the provisions of the section as it now | 
stood. If the Government had the means in its 
treasury to redeem this stock, and it was selling in 
the market below par, he argued that it should be 


vidual purchasers, and buy at the market price. 
If the stocks of the Government were selling in 
open market at 80 or 90 per cent., and the Gov- 
ernment were required to purchase at par, it would 


whose stock it saw fit to take, and would be doing | 
injustice to all others. He trusted the Govern- 
ment would be allowed to buy its stocks on the 
best terms it could, not above par. 

The amendment was rejected. 


The 6th and last section was read and agreed to | 
without amendment or modification. 
The bill having been gone through— 


Mr. McKAY moved a substitute therefor, of |! 
thirteen printed pages. The proceedings will ex- 
plain its leading provisions. 

Mr. McKAY observed that there was a section | 
in his substitute proposing a tax on tea and coffee, 
which, under the decision of the Chair yesterday, 
he.did not know whether it would be considered || 
in order. These loan bills, however, had always 
been considered purely revenue bills. It had been 
decided over and over again that the Senate could || 


of a tax bill; and therefore he took it, if this prop- || 
osition were true, (and the uniform practice of the 
House had been in conformity with it,) that the || 
decision announced by the Chairman on yesterday, || 
when his friend from Maryland (Mr. eed H 
offered an amendment proposing a tax on tea and | 
coffee, was erroneous, and that it was clearly not | 
out of order. 

The CHAIRMAN was understood to say, that 
the decision by which he ruled the amendment of 
the gentleman from Maryland out of order, would | 
by no means involve the decision that this section | 
was out of order—it being one section of an entire 
bill which was offered as a substitute for the bill of 
the committee. 

Mr. MecKAY was very happy to hear that such 
was the decision of the Chair, and he would ac- 
cordingly offer the substitute of which he had given 
notice, and which had been printed and laid on | 
their tables. i] 

Of course it would not be expected, that in the | 
five minutes which were allowed him he should || 
attempt to go into an explanation of the various || 
provisions of the substitute which he offered. He !! 
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| had expected to address the House during the de- 
bate, but the state of his health had been such as 
to prevent him; and now, if the previous question 
was not moved and seconded in the House, he 
should take occasion, before the bill was passed, to 
give his views; otherwise he should do it when 
the deficiency bill came up. 
to show that there was great deception on the other 
side of the House in respect to the condition of the 
finances. 


He should endeavor 


This substitute was simply a copy of the bill 


passed at the last session authorizing the issue of 
treasury notes and a loan, with some amendments. 


One of these was the provision, that, when re- 


| quired, coupons might be attached to the certifi- 
cates.of stock, and they then be made transferable 


delivery instead of upon the books ,of the 
reasury alone. j 
Another variation from the bill of last session— 


and a very important one—consisted in the pro- 
\| viso to the first section, that the amount of treas- 
_ury notes outstanding at any one time under this 
and all preceding acts of Congress should not ex- 
ceed twenty millions of dollars. He had put in 
| this proviso at the suggestion of gentlemen on the 
| other side, who gave him some assurances; but he 
\| did not expect to see them act up tothem. He 
| meant, they were not bound at all by intimations 


which they gave out of the House. He knew they 


| were pretty much machines here—going along in 
|| masses. 
| edged the fact. 


He often did it himself—he acknowl- 


Passing by other considerations, he would state 
the reason why he considered treasury notes pre- 
ferable to a loan. _ It was that these treasury notes 
formed a sort of temporary floating debt, which, in 
case peace should be shortly conciuded, the Gov- 
ernment would be enabled to pay ofi-—— 

Mr. McKay was here arrested midway in a 
sentence, amid roars of laughter, by the fall of the 
Chairman’s hammer. 


Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania, moved to 


| strike out the first section of the substitute, which 


is as follows: 
“That the President of the United States is hereby 


| authorized to cause treasury notes, for such sum or sums as 


the exigencies of the Government may require, but not ex- 
ceeding in the whole amount of notes issued the sum of 


| fifteen millions of dollars, and of denominations not less 


than fifty dollars for any one note, to be prepared, signed, 
and issued in the manner hereinafter provided: Provided, 


| That the amount of treasury notes outstanding at any one 


time, that may be issued under this and all preceding acts of 

Congress, shall not exceed twenty millions of dollars.”” 
Mr. 8. denounced the proposition as an attempt; 

in connection with the sub-treasury, to establish a 


| vast Government bank—a non-specie-paying bank, 


issuing millions upon millions of paper, without a 
Treasury notes are 
now below par: igerease their amount to the ex- 


|| tent now ene and they will sink greatly 


of course every dollar of revenue 
will then be paid in treasury notes, which the 
treasury-was bound to receive at par. Having 
nothing but treasury notes, they could pay nothing 
else: when the old pensioner or his widow, when 


below par; an 


|| the soldier or his heirs, call for their pay, they must 


take treasury notes or nothing—that, or starve. 


| They would be taken, and carried over the street to 
| Messrs. Corcoran & Riggs, (Mr. Walker’s favorite 


bankery,) and sold at, perhaps, ten or fifteen per 
cent. discount, and then Messrs. Corcoran & Riggs 
would walk over to the treasury and fund them at 


six per cent., payable half-yearly. This was a 


scheme to enrich bankers and money-shavers, at 
the expense of the poor and honest people of the 
country. They must have the money; they can- 
not do without it; they must submit to the sacrifice. 
He was opposed to this whole paper-money sys- 
tem—a system to make “ the rich richer, and the 
poor poorer;’’ a system to enrich bankers, brokers, 
and misers, at the expense of honest men. He 
would zo for no such a swiadling system as this. 
These treasury notes must depreciate; they could 
not be redeemed; they would be no better than the 


| paper of a suspended bank. 


k, sir, at the fact: your expenditures exceed- 
ing your entire revenue more than forty millions 
a year; requiring ten dollars a head for every tax- 
nited States per annum, together 


| with all our present revenues, to pay the expenses 


of this war. The taxables of the United States 
are estimated at four millions—bein _one-fifth of 
our population. Could they bear increased 


burden of ten dollarsa head? To borrow was but 
to postpone, and aggravate the evil day when it 
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came. In this state of things, what is proposed by | bring the free people and prosperous labor of this 
this Administration and its friends here? ‘To put | country—125 cents aday. This is the inevitable 
a miserable duty on tea and coffee. Yes; take it | result of their system. And with “free trade’’ 
off wine, as was yesterday proposed by his col- | where is your revenue? It is gone—every dollar 
league, [Mr. ©. J. Incensoxy,} and put it on tea heal ite must draw your whole revenue by | 
and coffee! take the duty off his own wine, and put | direct taxation from labor reduced to 12: cents a | 
it on the old lady’s tea and the poor man’s coffee! | day. This is the result—the certain result of the 

But this would amount to nothing; it was “‘adrop + free-trade” policy of this Administration. There | 
in the bucket.’’ But, sir, we have a plan on this | is no escape from it. What will the people of this 

wide of the House that will be alike effective and | country say to such a system? I refer the ques- | 
beneficial. We can give you a tariff on the basis © tion to their decision. 


of the act of 1842 that will afford adequate pro- Before the question was taken on Mr. Stew- | 
tection to the national industry, and give you ten = arr’s motion— 
or twelve millions a year more revenue than you Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved to 
now receive. ; ’ add, at the end of the first section, the words “* in- 
jut the gentleman from New York [Mr. Nicou.] | eluding the amount authorized to be hypothecated, 

boasted that our imports were doubled recently, || jn pursuance of the provisions of this act and 
while our exports had fallen off one-half. And | other acts of Coneress.”” 
must not ruin inevitably follow such a state of Mr. R., in support of the amendment, said that 
things? Might not a man, who was buying and | the amount of treasury notes outstanding. and in | 
consuming every day double as much as he sold, | the possession of the treasury, was within about | 
as well boast of his prosperity ? Luin was jJustas — halfa million of the whole amount which by the | 
certain to the nation as it would be to the individ- provisions of this substitute, the Secretary she au- 
ual guilty of such folly and extravagance. These thorized to keep out at any one time: except 20 
enormous Importations were not only carrying || far as the notes should be funded, the whole addi- 
away our specie and Government stocks by mil- || tional amount authorized to be’ tamed of these 
lions, but they were breaking down American es- treasury notes specified would be only that sum— 
tablishmentsa. Accounts of failures were reaching of a halfa million of dollars. It was conceded that 
us daily, and toavastextent. Yes, sir, and these |) ¢hig would be the result of the passing of the sub- 
failures are made the theme of exultation by the | gtitute. He was apprehensive that some evasion 
“ Union,” the official paper, the organ of this Ad- micht be attempted of this provision in ive quan. | 
ministration, which rejoices at the ruin of the im- | tyte, or the Administration would soon find itself 
mense American manufacturing establishments— soviennly embarrassed if this their favorite measure 
rejoices that they are broken down by the British | should prevail. The Secretary might under the 
—by British importations. Sir, [ will give you provisions of this substitute, obtain a lens on the 
the words of the editor of the * Union” in his pa- hypothecation of the treasury notes, and the ob- 
per of yesterday morning. In speaking of the fail- ject of the amendment was ta vender the section 
ure of several large establishments, and among clear, and to provide expressly what was indeed 
others of an immense iron establishment at Wor- acreed to be the fair construction of the act that 
cester, he says: the notes hypothecated should be deemed a part of 

“ It is perhaps fortunate for the great iron interest thatthe | the twenty millions allowed to be issued and out- 
extravagance of some of them that have gone headlong into | standing of the notes authorized under this act and | 
it has been so soon arrested by the iron suddenly thrown into | eae i iti 
this market from the revulsions in Great Britain.” the preceding loan cna and not in addition to that 

sum. 

The amendment was rejected. 

. Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, moved to amend 
_ by adding the words, ** but no treasury notes shall 

be issued under this act until the President shall 
| have nominated and the Senate confirmed the 
nomination of commissioners to negotiate. peace 
with Mexico.’’ Rejected. : 

The question then recurred on the motion of Mr- 
Srewarr to strike out the first section, and it was 
rejected. 








Yes, sir, fortunate that American manufactures | 
have been arrested, broke down by the British, by 
** British iron suddenly thrown into our markets.” 
Such are the British sentiments of this American | 
official—President Polk and Secretary Walker’s 
organ. dut thisis not all. Alluding to these 
matters, the organ further says, ‘it is an ill wind | 
that blows no good.’’ Itis a good wind that blows 
in British goods, blows up American manufactures, 
and blows back their ships filled with American spe- 
cie and stocks. This is the wind for the British and ‘ 
this American organ; but itis a wind, a sirocco that The second section was then read. 
brings death to American industry. But what Mr. KING, of Georgia, moved to strike out that 
next? Henextsays: “ The salutary check which | Section. Lost. 
the iron-masters are receiving will be a good les- Mr. GREGORY then moved to amend it by 
son to every prudent man.” Yes, sir, ‘a saluta- | ®dding the words, ‘on all notes of the denomina- 
ry check.”’ “Stop American manufactures, and tyrn | tion of $100 and upwards, but no rate of interest 
them, men, women, and children, out without em- | Shall be paid on any note of a lower denomina- 
ployment to starve, to support British labor and tion.”? Rejected. 
send our money to pay for British iron, made b The fourth section having been read— 

British labor, out of British coal, ore, and siatoul: Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL moved to add to the 
tural produce consumed in its manufacture, while | clause which authorizes the issue of a part of the 
our own farmers are deprived of these great home || treasury notes to such persons as choose to receive 
markets for their produce. American labor turn- || them “at par,’”’ the words “ or at a rate below the 
ed out to beg, and American coal and ore left | market price.” 

useless in our mountains. And this is * a good He said these evidences of debt might he dis- 
lesson,” says Mr. Polk’s organ! Sir, the Ameri- || posed of in a variety of ways. They might he 
can people, when they read this, will give him and || given for money that might be borrowed, or they 
his eae ‘‘a good lesson” and “a salutary || might be hypothecated or pledged under particu- 
check” at the polls, which they will not soon for- | Jar circumstances; and all this would give the Sec- 
get. A a retary of the Treasury a great power, and enable 

But this is notall. In conclusion: the ‘Union’? | him to exercise favoritism. He might let them go 
says, “‘ free trade’’ will give them a market for their | at par, when in reality they were worth a great 
goods in distant countries, and even in the face of | deal more. Treasury notes have, almost in all 
the English Manchester itself; and will, in the end, | instances, risen above par. He thought his friend 
give their great interest a much better protection | from Pennsylvania (supposed to be an allusion to 
than the stringent tariff of 1842. | Mr. Stewart) was mistaken when he supposed 

Free trade a better yrotection than the tariff of |, that at this moment they were not at par. How- 

1842! What does this mean? The protection || ever, the Secretary of the Treasury ought to be 
which ithe wolf, ‘in the well-known fable of prohibited from selecting favored individuals to 
ZEsop,” gave the lamb; and under “ free trade,’’ || whom to issue them at better rates than they would 
we are to export goods to England—to ‘‘ Man- || be taken at by others. Whether, therefore, the 
chester’’—to * distant countries.’"” When? When | substitute should be ultimately adopted or not, he 
by “* free trade’’ American labor is brought down | desired the amendment to be now made, to guard 
to the level of the labor ‘* in those distant coun- | against even the possibility of favoritism being 
tries,’’ and below it, and not before. You must allowed to be vested in a single individual bya 
work longer, and harder, and cheaper, and sell | treasury note bill. 

cheaper before you can send your goods to Man- The amendment was adopted. 


chester; and the ‘* Union” and its supporters know | Mr. GREGORY d to strike out - 
it; and this is the condition to which they intend to |! duding part of the cectlon. Lest. pa 
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The sections from the 5th to the 37th, inclusive 
were respectively read, and no amendments of. 
fered. 

The 18th section having been read— 

Mr. GRINNELL submitted an amendment to 
strike out all relating to the receiving of proposals 
and appointing agents to negotiate the loan, and 
to insert the amendment which on his motion was 
attached to the bill reported by the ehairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means. It was 
adopted. 

Section 19 was passed without amendment. 

Section 20 having been read— 

Mr. McKAY moved to amend it by striking out 
the words “ principal of and,” so as to pledge 
the revenue arising from customs for the payment 
of the interest only, and not the principal. The 
amendment was agreed to. 

Section 21 having been read— 

Mr. COLLAMER moved to add at the end of 
the section a provision to repeal the tariff act of 
1846, and revive the tariff act of 1842. He said, 
if they were to begin a system of new taxation, 
he preferred that they should have a system by 


which it was perfectly clear they could realize nine * 


millions of dollars more on importations. He 
thought the exigencies of the Government would 
require this amount, at the same time that it would 
give some protection to our own industry, and save 
the Government from the necessity of making any 
loans whatever. ; 

Mr. McCLERNAND inquired if the effect of 
this amendment would not be to revive the tarif 
act of 1842. 

{Loud cries of ** Yes.”} 

Mr. McLANE inquired if the 2ist section of 
the substitute to which this amendment was offered 
was itself in order. The Chair had heretofore 
decided that amendments which proposed taxation 
were not in order as amendments to a bill which 
proposed to raise a loan; yet such was the charae- 
ter of this section. 

A long conversation ensued on this point. 

The CHAIR decided that the section was part 
of an entire substitute, which the gentleman from 
North Carolina, [Mr. McKay,] a member of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, had reported on 
behalf of the minority of that committee. It was 
referred by the House to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, was read and 
acted upon by the committee, and hence the objec- 
tion came too late. 

Several appeals were taken from the decision of 
the Chair; but, after much desultory discussion, 
they were withdrawn, and the decision of the 
Chair acquiesced in. 

Tellers were then-called for on Mr. Cotnamer’s 
amendment, and Messrs. Borp and Poxtocx were 
appointed; and they reported 84 in the affirmative 
and 95 in the negative; so the amendment was re- 
jected. ‘ 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved the addition of a 
proviso to the 2st section, in the following words. 

And be it further provided, In order to still further increase 
the revenue, that all lands belonging to the United States 
which have been in market and subject to entry for ten 
years, and not more than fifteen years, may be entered at 
one dollar per acre ; all lands belonging to the United States, 
which have been in market and subject to entry for fil- 
teen years, and not more than twenty-five years, may be 
entered at seventy five cents per acre; and all such lands 
which have been in market and subject to entry for more 
than twenty-five years, may be entered at fifty cents per 
acre; and all such Jands which have been in market and 
subject to entry for more than thirty years, may be entered 
at twenty-five cents per acre; and all such lands which 
have been in market and subject to entry for more, than 
thirty-five years shall be granted to the States in which they 
lie. 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment out of order 
on the ground of irrelevancy. 

Mr. WENTWORTH inquired if the statement 
of the object for which the reductions were pro 
posed to be made did not make it relevant. 

The CHAIR replied in the negative, inasmuch 
as a preamble was not part of a bill. . 

Mr. WENTWORTH then moved to strike out 
the words from Mr. McKay’s substitute which 
proposed to limit taxation on tea and coffee to two 
years after the exchange of the ratification 
a treaty of peace. He said he viewed the tax 
tion of tea and coffee and the war both as great 
evils, and he wished to get rid of both at the same 
time. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. McCLELLAND moved to strike out “two 
years,’’ and insert ‘one year.” Lost. 
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Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, moved to || Mr. INGE said he had submitted this motio 
strike out all this 21st section, levying a taxontea to amend with a view of replying to one remark | coffee it would yield at least one million of dollars 
and coffee, and insert the following: which had been made by his colleague [Mr. Coss,} | for the remainder of the year. But the committee 


In addition to the duties now levied and collected on the || jn relation to the tax upon coffee. He felt bound | having refused to insert this, he had increased the 
following articles, there shall be levied and collected on silks ? 


and the manufactures of silk, on all kinds of linen and the to say that in what his colleague had done he had proposed amount to $16,000,000. ‘ 
anufactures of linen, on iron and the manufactures of iron, | not reflected the feelings of the people of Alabama. This brought up the naked question, then, be- 


and steel and manufactures thereof, and glass, ten per cent.; || [Several voices : ‘* Is this in order?”] Mr I. said || fore the committee, whether they would authorize 
pape - eeuer ie ae eras ce ore | he felt bound to say so, not only as a represent- | a competent loan by treasury notes and stock, or 
or cent., exc f s 5, Wares, an Ss : . o : . t 

merchandise, the growth, produce, or manufacture of the || ative of his own constituents, (here Mr. I. was whether they would take the stock alone, and 
United States, exported from the same, and brought back || called to order,] but in relation to both parties in | place this Government, in this perilous period of 
again, as provided forin schedule I of the act of July 30, |} Alabama. The gentleman had told the committee 


n supposed that, if the tax were laid upon tea and 


0 ee Cen eee Hl her history, completely in the power of the capi- 

sa46; also, statuary : i gs, we g apparei actually . , i i } 

in om wal oer ceased effects not coorehamaias aie | that he was —— under pledges. talists of the country? Why, your treasury notes 

9° se “emi > . , ’ i i * wey 

vonal books, implements, instruments, and tools of trade, || Here the CHAIR reminded Mr. I. that these | have always been superior during time of war to 

vecupation, or employment of persons arriving in the Uni- || remarks were not relevant to the amendment orto | stock loans. As was remarked by his friend from 

ted eens ee -_ meee shall ra ees seat }| the bill, and were out of order. linois, [Mr. Ficxuin,) duriag the last war with 

able for and during the con innance of the war with Mexico, || 1D . p or as neal 3 . . 

and for ove year thereafter, and no longer. | ; Mr. eo — — has said here, that - eat Britain ro seeer —— ee fell below 
. i} he is acting under pledges, say [cries of ‘‘or- 4 per cent. under par, while your Government 

The amendment was rejected. i vs a ay [ - I _ y 


|} der’’?]—I say that no part of his own district will | stock was down to 30 per cent. below par. And 
vr i! J : , : s - - . a . = ‘ * * 
Mr. WENTWORTH moved to add at the end || sustain him. I believe that it would be a foul re- | during times of loans, from 1837 down to the 


of the section the words ‘‘and the duty on salt ‘| flection on the people of Alabama. 


p ; | présent time, your treasury notes have been supe- 
shall cease from and after the passage of this act.” | The CHAIR again interposed and called Mr. || rior to your stock. And what is this monstrous 
Lost. ; |, Ince to order. difference between treasury notes and stock, about 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, rose and said he was |! Mr. INGE. I entertain no unkind feelings to- | which gentlemen on the other side talk so much? 
about to do that which he feared would, in allt} wards that gentleman. y Talk about a Government bank, as the gentleman 
probability, bring him in contact with the opinions || The CHAIR here warned Mr. Ince, that if he | from Pennsylvania declared the issue of treasur 


of many of those with whom he usually agreed. || continued to violate the order of the House, he || notes would make! 


; ; : : The proposition was eu. 
He moved to strike out from the third line the || would be ordered to take his seat. 


| The simple feature of a bank 





words ** coffee and,” and the provisoes to the sec- ||- Mr. INGE said he was sorry he had felt con- | The hammer here fell. 
tion. He supposed he should bring down on his || strained to go counter to the order of the House; The question being taken on this second substi- 


1 
head a portion of the community, but he was re- || his only object had been to reply to the remarks | tute by tellers, the vote stood : Ayes 104, noes 
sponsible only to his constituents, and he should |! of his colleague: he now withdrew his amend- || 105. 
| 


endeavor to carry out his pledges on this occasion, || ment. So the modified substitute of Mr. McKay was 
and on all others. Having pledged himself to his || Mr. COBB was anxious to'make a rejoinder, | rejected. 

constituents that he would vote against any bill || but the House refused leave. ‘Mr. STEPHENS moved that the committee now 
brought into this House to tax coffee, he trusted | The 24th section was then agreed to. | rise and report the bill to the House. 

that would be a sufficient apology for his motion || The question recurred on agreeing to the substi- || Mr. McKAY was desirous of offering another 
to strike Out such portions of the section as pro- || tute as amended. Decided by tellers: Ayes 82, | substitute. 

posed to do that which he was pledged to op- || noes 104. So the substitute was disagreed to. | Mr. TOOMBS contended that it was not in or- 


ose. Mr. McKAY then proposed to modify his sub- || dor for him to do it. The bill reported from the 
The motion was not agreed to. || stitute by striking out the twenty-first and twenty- || committee had been gone through with section by 
Mr. GREGORY moved to add: ‘* And in order || second sections, (the former proposing a tax on | section, and the gentleman’s substitute had been 
to increase the revenue, that the revenue duties || tea and coffee, and the latter appropriating twenty | fully considered and rejected. The duty of the 
levied by virtue of the act of July, 1846, be in- || thousand dollars to defray the expenses of issuing | committee was now to report the original bill as 
creased one-sixth on each and every iteny on the || treasury notes,) and also by raising the amount of | amended, 


amount now assessed, to commence on the Ist || treasury notes to be authorized to sixteen millions; The CHAIR was understood to rule Mr. Me- 
day of July next, and to be continued during the || and this modified proposition he now moved asa _| Kay to be in order; and referred to a rule of the 
existence of the war debt, which increased duty || substitute for the bill as amended. | House which declared, that though one substi- 


ishereby pledged for the payment of the interest || Mr. STEPHENS raised the point, that the | tute was rejected, it did not preclude the offering 

on the loan hereby created, and to provide for the || committee having refused to insert one substitute, | of another. 

redemption of the principal.” Rejected. no other could be offered. || Mr. McKAY then moved the substitute which 
Mr. KING, of Massachusetts,’moved to amend The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order; | he desired, which consisted of the bill reported by 

by striking out the words ‘ after the passage of || and, an appeal being taken by Mr. STEPHENS, || the majority of the committee, with an alteration 

this act,” and insert ‘‘ from and after the Ist day || he fortified himself by reading from Jefferson’s | making the amount of the loan seventeen millions, 


of May next.”’ Rejected. Manual. | making also the certificates of stock receivable in 
Mr.WENTWORTH moved an amendment, to After some conversation, and amid not a little payment of the public dues, and (in an additional 
add at the end of section 21 the following: confusion and excitement in the House, Mr. S. || section) authorizing the issue of treasury notes for 
And be it further enacted, That from and after the passage || waived the appeal. such proportion of the amount as in the opinion of 
of this act, there shall be collected by the marshals in the Mr. ASHMUN raised the point, that it was not | the President may be required by the public inter- 
several districts of the United States, under such regulations 


as shall be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, ay ||! order to offer the substitute again—it being, as | ests; provided that the whole amount of treasury 
annual tax of 20 percent. ad valorem on all gold and silver modified, substantially the same proposition upon || notes outstanding at any one time under this and 


ware exceeding in value fifty dollars ; and in all cases where || which the committee had just voted. _ all previous acts shall not exceed twenty millions; 
te marehale ohall - Oaeeninine Seine Dee BON, Ne9 -_ The CHAIRMAN overruled this point of order. || and provided that the treasury notes hereby au- 
ereby authorized to employ the assessor, collector, sheri : 7 poh See 1] . P 7 

or coroner, in each of the same counties or parishes of the Mr. VINTON appealed from the decision; but, || thorized shall be issued under all the conditions, 


several States, to aid them in collecting said tax; and a || amid the confusion of the House, the appeal was || restrictions, and limitations imposed by the act of 

compensation of one per cent. shall be allowed on the || not again heard of by the reporter. It was, he | 28th January, 1847, authorizing the issue of treas- 

amount of tax collected and paid over under the provisions believes, not insisted on. ury notes. 

ea The modified substitute then retaining its posi-'|} ‘The CHAIR said it was but another form of 
Mr. W. said he should quote no authority in || tion as the pending proposition— || modification of the substitute which had been 

support of the amendment he had offered, because || Mr. McKAY said he regretted exceedingly that || already gone through with; and he ruled it out of 

it was one which his own mind approved. But he || his friends on this side of the House had not || order. 








knew there were gentlemen who looked, in form- || brought themselves up to vote for the proposition | Mr McKAY replied with warmth; and took an 
ing their course, to the opinions of others. To || (contained in his first substitute) for a tax on tea | appeal from the decision of the Chair. 
such he would say that this amendment was but || and coffee. If they had not nerve enough to vote || But the decision was affirmed by a vote of the 
a transcript of one offered by the present Secretary || for it, they had no right to expect the other side | committee taken by tellers: Ayes 105. 
of the Treasury when a Senator, whilst the tariff || of the House would. We (said he) are the per- | The committee then rose and reported the bill of 


of 1842 was pending. In his speech made in the || sons who have brought on this war, and we _ the mentee iat Committee of Ways and Means 
Senate at that session, he demonstrated that an || are properly responsible for all its consequences, | as amended. 
amount of five or ten millions might be raised from [roars of laughter,] and we ought to provide the Mr. VINTON moved the previous question, 
that source alone. [A voice: ** Yes; from twenty || means for carrying it on. What I mean is, that | which was seconded: Ayes 106, noes 104. 
to thirty millions.”’] Now, if gentlemen thought || we on this side are the advocates and supportersof | Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas moved that the 
the Secretary correct, he hoped they would not || the war. What do you suppose the whole amount | House adjourn. Decided in the negative: Ayes 34, 
reject this amendment to the bill. of this enormous tax will be, of which gentlemen | noes 115. 
The amendment was rejected. are soafraid? I have a number of tables beforeme, | The main question was then ordered to be put; 
_Mr. HAMMONS moved to strike out the en- || which I will publish, that the country may see what | which main question was, Will the House concur 
tire section under consideration—viz : the 2]st. || this monstrous tax upon tea and coffee amounta to. | with the Committee of the Whole in their amend- 


Rejected. It amounts to a charge of only thirteen cents upon || ments? and the several amendments of the Com- 
ir. GRINNELL moved to strike out the 22d || each individual in the United States. ‘| mittee of the Whole were separately agreed to. 
section of the substitute. Rejected. Mr. McK. said there was a difference in the | The bill, as thus amended, provides as follows: 


The 23d section was read and agreed to. amount of treasury notes proposed to be issued | gp it enacted, &c., That the President of the United States 
The 24th section was read. 3 by the present substitute and that which was pro- || be and he is hereby authorized, at any time within one year 
Mr. INGE moved to amend so as to require the || posed in his first amendment. This proposed the || from the passage of this act, to borrow, on the credit of 
Secretary of the Treasury to report weekly to || amount of $16,000,000 of treasury notes; the sub- | United States, a sum not exceeding sixteen millions x eer 


‘ : * : : . i p i the exigencies 
Conan the amount of treasury notes issued’ || stitue of the minority of the Committee of Ways || ras Se Soe ee non of interest not 
under this act. 


and Means proposed $15,000,000, because they |) exceeding six per centum per annum, payable quarterly or 
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; = 
semi-annaally; which loan shall be made reimbursable at 


any time afier twenty years from the first day of July next 
after the passage of this act; and said money, 80 borrowed, 
shall, on being first duly appropriated therefor, be applied, 
in @idition to the money now in the treasury, or Which may 
ba reecived therein from other sources, to defray any of the 
public expenses which have been heretofore or may be here- 
after authorized by law; and the stock issued on such loan 
shall be transferable on the books of Uie treasury. 


j 
j 
i 
i 
| 


Bec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of | 


the ‘T'reasury be and he is hereby authorized, with the con- 
sentof the President of the United States, to cause to be 
wemred certificates of stock, which shalt be signed by the 
Register of the Treasury, and sealed with the seal of the 
Treasury Department, for the sum to be borrowed as afore 
said, or any part thereol, bearing an interest not to exceed 


six per centum ae and transferable and reimburs- | 


able as aforesaik 
be sold: Provided, That no part of said stock be sold below 
par; .and provided, also, ‘Viat whenever required so to do, 


, and to cause said certificates of stock to | 


the Secretary of the Treasury shall cause to be attached to | 


any certificate or certificates to be issued under this act cou- 
pons of interest; and any certificate having such coupons ot 
interest attached to it may be transterable by delivery of the 


certificate, instead of being assignable on the books of the | 
treasury; but ne certificate of stock shall be issued for a Jess | 


amount than fifty dollars, 

Seo. 3. ind be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Treasury be and he is hereby authorized to receive pro- 
posals for the taking of such loan or any part or parts there- 
of; and that before disposing of the said stock issued for 


such loan, tte Secretary of the Treasury shall cause to be | 


inserted in two public newspapers printed in the city of 
Washington, and notexceeding two public newspapers print- 
ed in the principal city or capital of each State, an adver- 
Usement stating that bids and proposals for such loan will be 


received until a certain day, to be epecified in such adver- | 


tise:nent, not more than sixty days or less than twenty days 
from the time of the first insertion of said advertisement in 
the two newspapers in the city of Washington, and stating 
the amount of the loan required, and in what instalments, 


and when and where, it will be required to be paid; and the | 
said Secretary may pay such expenses as may be necesenrily | 
meurred in printing and issuing certificates of stock, the | 


employment of agents, and expenses incident to the execu- | 


tion of this act, which shall notin all exceed the sum of six- 


teen thousand dollars; which sum of sixteen thousand dol- | 


jars is hereby appropriated for these purposes, and shall be 
paid outof any money in the treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated: Provided, That no compensation shall be allowed 
to any officer whose salary is fixed by law for any service 
performed by him in the execution of this act. 

Seo. 4. .dnd beit further enacted, That the faith of the 
United States is hereby pledged to provide aud establish suf- 
ficient revenues for the regular payment of the interest and 
for the redemption of said stock. 

Sec. 5. Ani be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the ‘Treasury be aud he is hereby authorized to purchase, at 
any time before the period herein limited for the redemption 
of the siock hereby created, such portion thereof at the mar- 
ket price, not below par, as the funds of the Government 
may adinit of, after meeting all the demands on the treasury ; 


and any surplus that hereafter may be in the treasury is | 


hereby appropriated to that object. 

Sec. 6. nd be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the Secretary of the Treasury to report to Congress, at 
the cominencement of the next session, the amount of money 
borrowed under this act, and of whom, and on what terins, 
it shall have been obtained, with an abstract or brief state- 
ment of all the proposals submitted for the same, distinguish- 
ing between those accepted and those rejected, with a de- 
tailed statement of the expense of making such loans. 


_ The bill, as given above, having been engrossed, 
it was passed by the following vote: 


YEAS—Messrs. John Quincey Adams, Green Adams, 
Barringer, Barrow, Bayly, Bedinger, Bingham, Birdsall, 
Black, Blanchard, Bocock, Botts, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, 
Brodhead, Brady, William G. Brown, Charles Brown, Albert 
G, Brown, Buckner, Burt, Butler, Cabell, Catheart, Chap- 
man, Chase, Clapp, Franklin Clark, Beverly L. Clark, 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cocke, 
Collamer, Collins, Conger, Cranston, Crisfield, Crozier, 
Cummins, Daniel, Dickey, Dickinson, Dixon, Donnell, 
Daniel Duncan, Garnett Duncan, Dunn, Eckert, Edwards, 
Embree, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Faran, Farrelly, 
Featherston, Ficklin, Flournoy, Fréedley, Fries, French, 
Fulton, Gaines, Gayle, Gentry, Goggin, Gott, Green, Gregory, 
Grinnell, Willard P. Hall, Nathan K. Hall, Hammons, James 
G. Hampton, Moses Hampton, Haralson, Harmanson, Harris, 
Haskell, Henley, Henry, Hill, Isaac E. Holmes, Elias B. 
Holmes, George 8. Houston, John W. Houston, Hunt, Inge, 
Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Iverson, 
Jameson, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, James H. Johnson, 
Robert W. Johnson, George W. Jones, John W. Jones, 
Kaufman, Kellogg, Kennon, Thomas Butler King, Lahm, 
La Sére, William T. Lawrence, Sidney Lawrence, Leffler, 
Levin, Ligon, Lincoln, Lord, Lumpkin, Maclay, MeClel- 
land, MeClernand, McDowell, McIlvaine, McKay, McLane, 
Mann, Marsh, Marvin, Meade, Miller, Morehead, Morris, 
Morse, Mullin, Murphy, Nelson, Nes, Newall, Nicoll, Out- 
law, Peasiee, Peck, Pendleton, Petrie, Peyton, Phelps, Pills- 
bury, Pollock, Preston, Putnam, Rhett, Reynolds, Richey, 
Rockhill, John A. Rockwell, Roman, Rumsey, St. John, 
t'chenck, Shepperd, Sherrill, Simpson, Sims, Slingerland 
Sinart, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, Stanton, Stark. 
weather, Stephens, Andrew Stewart, Charles E. Stuart 
Strohm, Strong, a. Thibodeaux, Taylor, Thomas, 
Tompkins, Richard W. Thompson, John B. 'Thompson, 
Robert A. ‘Thompson, Wm. Thompson, Thurston, Toombs, 
Turner, Venable, Vinton, Warren, Wentworth, White 
Wick, Williams, Wiley, Wilmot, and Woodward—1. : 

NAYS—Mesers. Ashmun, Canby, Crowell, Fisher, Gid- 
dings, Hale, Hubbard, Hudson, Daniel P. King, Palfrey 
Julius Rockwell, Root, Truman Smith, and Wilson—14. ~’ 


Mr. CLINGMAN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bil] was passed. 





a 








Mr. STEPHENS moved to lay the motion to | 


reconsider on the table. 


Agreed to. 


read, *‘A bill to authorize a loan not to exceed the 
sum of $16,000,000.”’ 
And then the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, &e. 


The following petitions were presented and re- 
ferred: 


By Mr. CHAPMAN: The petition of sundry citizens of 
Washington, for an act of incorporation for a gas company. 
Also, the memorial of James H. Chezum, for payment for 
work done for the Government. 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Iowa: The petition of William 
H. Wallace and & other citizens of the State of Iowa, pray- 
ing for the establishment of a mail route from Mount Pleas- 
ant, vin Deeds’ Mills, Brighton, Oskaloosa, and other inter- 
mediate points, to Monroe city,in Jasper county. Also, the 
memorial of Samuel J. Bayard, esq., late receiver at Fairfield, 
Iowa. 

By Mr. RUMSEY: The remonstrance of citizens of Steu- 
ben county, New York, against revival of patent for Jethro || 
Wood's cast-iron plough. 

By Mr. GOTT: The remonstrance of Charles B. Sedg- 
wick and 86 others, citizens of Onondaga county, New York ; 
also, the remonstrance of E. H. Porter and 105 others, citizens | 
of the said county ; also, the remonstrance of Samuel L. Ed- 
wards and 211 others, citizens of said county, against the | 
passag® ofany law to revive or continue the patent of Jethro || 
Wood for a cast-iron plough. Also, resolutions of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the New York State Agricultural So- || 
ciety, against a renewal of said patent. lj 

By Mr. CONGER: The remonstrance of 116 citizens and | 
farmers of Cortland county, New York, against the further 
extension of the patent of Jethro Wood. 

By Mr. TURNER: The petition of M. Chamberlain and 
5° others, praying for a mail route from La Salle to Rock- 
ford, iu the State of Ilinois. Also, the petition of Samuel 
Crawford and others, praying for the same route. 

By Mr. BUTLER: The petition of citizens of Columbia 
county, Pennsylvania, for the passage of a law causing the || 
present mail route from Pottsville to Catawissa to start from | 
Pottsville and end at Towanda, Bradford county—the mail 
to be carried daily (except Sunday) direct from Pottsville | 
via Bloomsburg and Orangeville to Towanda. 

By Mr. RICHEY: The petition of William Riley, jr., and | 
85 others, citizens of Washington county, Ohio, praying the 
establishment of a mail route from Waterford, through Bar- 
low, to Watertown, in said county. 

By Mr. HUDSON: The memorial of Pearson Cowell and 
others, praying that an investigation be made into the man- | 
ner in which the patent of Win. Woodworth, for a planing || 
machine, was renewed. 

By Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania: The application of 
Thomas Griggs, in relation to an improvement in the appli- 
cation of steam to the propulsion of vessels. 

By Mr. DUNCAN, of Ohio: The petition of citizens of 
Franklin county, Ohio, asking for a reduction in newspaper 
postage. 

By Mr. PENDLETON: The petition of the heirs of Ja- 
eob Cohen. 

By Mr. CRANSTON: The petition of Mary M. Telfair, 
praying for balance due her father, Israel Pearce, for final 
settlement certificates. 

By Mr. SLINGERLAND: The remonstrance and resolu- 
tion of the Executive Committee of the New York State 
Agricultural Society, against the passage of the bill renew- | 
ing the patent of Jethro Wood, for improvements in the | 
cast-iron plough. Referred to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania: Five memorials | 
from citizens of Pennsylvania, against the further continu- | 
ance of the patent of Jethro Wood for the cast-iron plough | 
to his heirs | 





By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of citizens of Ken- 
dall county, Illinois, for a mail route from Ottawa, via No- 
mey, Newark, and Oswego, to Naperville. 

By Mr. GREEN: The petition of citizens of Rock Island 
county, Illinois, praying a grant of land for the support of | 
common schools. Also, a petition of sundry citizens of | 
Scotland county, Missouri, praying the establishment of a i} 
post route from Memphis, in said county, to Keosaqua, in || 
said county. 

By Mr. CONGER: The remonstrance of 40 citizens and 
farmers of Cayuga county, New York, against the further 
extension ofthe patent of Jethro Wood. | 

By Mr. GOTT: The memorial of citizens of Oswego 
county, New York, praying for a repeal of the act of Con- 


| 





| 
papers within thirty miles of publication. 

By Mr. MULLIN: The remonstrance of Allanson Skin- 
ner and 36 other citizens of the county of Jefferson, New 
York, against the extenson of the patent issued to Jethro 
Wood for the cast-iron plough. 


| 
gress, passed at its last session, imposing postage on news- 
| 





IN SENATE. 
Tuvrspay, February 17, 1848. 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented a petition 
of citizens of Jefferson county, Iowa, remonstrating 
against a change in the mail route from Burlington 
to Fairfield, in that State; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. NILES presented a memorial of insurance 
companies and merchants of the city of New York, 








remonstrating against the repeal of the act of the 
2d March, 1837; concerning pilots; which was re- | 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. CASS submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and | 
agreed to: 


‘HE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 














Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be in. 
structed to inquire into the present condition of the funa 


7 > ; | arising from the sale of the lands ceded b » , . 
The title of the bill was then amended so as to || pare 14. 1807. y the treaty of Jan. 


uary 14, 1837, with the Saganaw band of Chippewa Indians 
which were to be disposed of for their benetit; what meas, 
ures are required to effect a sale of said lands at an early 
period and ata fair price ; or whether it be expedient so . 
legislate, that the lands may at once become the property of 
the United States, and a fair compensation be made to the 
Indians for them ; and whether, in justice and equity, pro. 


|| vision showtd not now be made, in anticipation of the sale 


of the lands, or as a part of such compensation if they are 
taken by the Government, for the payment of the class of 


| Obligations provided for m said treaty, and embraced jp 
; Schedule B, which were not provided for out of the amount 


advanced by the United States for other obligations and ob. 
jects provided for in the same treaty. 

Mr. NILES submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered by unanimous ccneent, and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be instructed 
to inquire whether further legislation is not expedient and 


necessary to protect the revenue from fraud in the importa- 
tion of tea and coffee. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, to whom was referred the 
petition of Patrick Walker, submitted a report ac- 
companied by a bill granting a pension to Patrick 


| Walker. 


The bill was read, and passed to the second 


_ reading, and the report ordered to be printed. 


MR. DICKINSON’S RESOLUTIONS. 
On motion by Mr. YULEE, the prior orders 


were suspended, and the Senate resumed the con- 


sideration of the resolutions submitted 7 Mr. 
Dickinson, relative to the proper policy to be pur- 


sued by the United States in respect to the acquisi- 


tion of new territory, and the substitute therefor 


submitted by Mr. Yurer. 


Mr. YULEE resumed and concluded his argu- 
ment in support of his amendment, and after a few 
words from Messrs. Dickinson and Foote, and 
some discussion upon a point of order, 

Mr. FOOTE moved to lay the resolutions on 
the table. 

Mr. DICKINSON said, as soon as he could 
gather up the instalments of the Senator’s speech, 
he would reply to it. 

The motion of Mr. Foote to lay the resolutions 
on the table was then agreed to. 

(Mr. Y.’s speech, revised, will be found in the 


| Appendix.) 


THE TEN-REGIMENT BILL. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bil} 
to raise, for a limited time, an additional military 
force. 

Mr. RUSK addressed the Senate in support of 
the bill. He considered himself called on, asa 


_ representative from the State of Texas, to answer 


the arguments which had been based on the idea 
that Texas had no right to a boundary beyond the 
Nueces. There had arisen a fashion of consider- 
ine the Texans as a wild, God-forsaken set of land 
robbers. But he could assure the Senate that there 
were among them many who acknowledged the 
aid of’an overruling Providence, which had enabled 
them to contend successfully in the establishment 
of their liberty against the superior power of 
Mexico. He stated that the boundary of Texas 
to the Rio Grande was established by her, and 
transferred to the United States. He briefly re- 
capitulated the chief facts in the history of the 
revolution in Texas, to show that Texas had been 
compelled to take up arms by the hostile course 
pursued by Mexico, and that the troops of Texas 
marched to the Rio Grande, and that this bound- 
ary had from that time been maintained. The 
first link in the chain of this boundary was to be 
found in the articles of capitulation of General 
Coss. 

After this, Santa Anna raised a large Mexican 
force to drive every American from the soil of 
Mexico. He was in control of the army and 
backed by the priesthood; while the people who 


‘would have sustained the Texans were unarmed. 


The Texans had but about one thousand troops to 
oppose to the overwhelming Mexican force. But 
a battle took place, in which Santa Anna was de- 


feated, half his army was destroyed, and Santa 


Anna taken prisioner. A treaty was afterwards 
made, in which the Mexicans acknowledged the 
Rio Grande as the boundary of Texas, and also 
acknowledged the independence of Texas. This 
treaty was made with Filisola, Santa Anna being 
aprisoner. This was the second link in the chain 
of title. , 

It had been urged that this treaty was made by 
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Santa Anna while he was a prisoner and under | 
duress. The same treaty was proposed to Santa 
Anna, when he was first taken, and refused by 
him. It was then made with Filisola, who was 
got a prisoner, and who was at the head of five 
thousand men, while the Texans only amounted to 
one thousand. It was ratified by the Government | 
of Mexico, for very good reasons—not to save the 
life of Santa Anna, but to save the Central Govern- 
ment, which was in danger of being overthrown. 
The title of Texas did not rest on this treaty. 
It was clear without "it. The Mexicans retired | 
peyond the Rio Grande. They had never since | 


supposed that they had any claim on that side the | 
Rio Grande. Filisola retired beyond the Re | 
Grande. The Texans took possession of the ter- | 
ritory, and had kept possession of it ever since. 
It was occupied chiefly by the widows of those 
who had fallen in the contest with Santa Anna 
when he attempted to overthrow the Government | 
of Texas. 


j 
| 


_THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
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derived strong corroborative evidence of this fact 
from Colonel Frémont, who had communicated to 


|, him circumstances showing that great portions of 


the church property in California had been trans- 


| ferred into the hands of British agents, as well as 
| other property. 


If we were to withdraw our forces, the military 
power under Santa Anna would immediately as- 


| sume the control; or if Paredes should gain the 


ascendency, being a monarchist in principle, we 


| should have a foreign prince there, who would op- 


il 


| 





| 


|, almost to subject himself to ridicule. He (Mr. R.) 


draw protection from these widows and their || 


orphans. 
He stated that there was never a custom-house 
atBrazos. The custom-house was at Matamoros. 


He explained the circumstances which had led to || 


the putting in of vessels at Brazos. He stated 


that Laredo was a Mexican port, which was re- || 


moved by the Mexicans from this to the other side 


of the Rio Grande, and this he regarded as testi- || 


mony that Mexico considered that the territory on | 
this side of the river was within the Texan bound- | 


ary. 

ince the battle of San Jacinto, if the Mexicans | 
had claimed the boundary to the Nueces, he de- | 
manded the production of the proof. So far from | 
having claimed it, she, by her acts, disclaimed it. | 
He read from a proclamation of General Woll to | 
show that he, by implication, sustained the right 
of Texas to the Rio Grande. The Nueces was a 
new idea. Upto the battle of Buena Vista, Mex- 
ico had not adopted this claim. He read from the | 
account given by Santa Anna of that battle, in 
which he said that he could not entertain any prop-. 
osition for peace while any American soldiers were 


on that side of the Rio Grande, or on any portion | 


of Mexican territory. 

As to Santa Fé, it was unnecessary for him to 
go at length into any evidence of the title of Texas 
to it. There was a contest going on between Tex- 
as and Mexico as to the possession of that place. | 
The United States had now gone thither and taken | 
possession of it, and would probably keep it. 

Ithad been said the President commenced the 

war. Whena fray took place between individuals, 
the blood became hot, and one assault followed 
another, until it was often forgotten how the fray | 
commenced. Thus he noma it was now. if | 
any one could examine all the facts, he must come | 
to the conclusion that the President could do noth- 
ing, and that General Taylor could do nothing 
but what had been done. He reviewed the facts 
conngeted with the advance of General Taylor to 
the Rio Grande, and adverted to the outrages per- 
petrated by Mexicans, especially to the attack on 
a family of sixteen persons, two of them ladies, 
the latter of whom were outraged, and the whole 
afterwards murdered, and the fingers of these ladies 
were cut off, and carried into Mexico as trophies. 
He asserted that if the dungeons of Mexico could 
have been searched, there would have been no two 
years when some American citizens would not 
have been found incarcerated, without any charge 
against them. He thought that Mexico had re- 
ceived no more than she deserved. He maintained 
that the United States Government was not suffi- 
ciently vigilant and vigorous in the protection of 
our citizens from injustice and mal-treatment in 
other countries. 
e came now to consider what remains to be 
done. He alluded to the evil effects which have 
resulted from the want of a union of public opinion 
in favor of the war. He admitted that many, who 
Were as patriotic and conscientious as he could be, 
believed the war to be unjust, and to have been 
improperly begun. But the results of these differ- 
ences of opinion were unfavorable to peace. 

To withdraw our troops would, he said, be fol- 
lowed by the occupation of a foreign government. 
He happened to know, that Mexico had for along 
time been entirely under the influence of the offi- 
cial agents of Great Britain. To this foreign influ- 
ence he attributed the hatred of this country, and 
the decline of our trade with Mexico. He had 








| lated indefinitely to protract the war. 








press the Mexicans, and we should have foreigners 


|| to contend with. Santa Anna, who would be most 
| likely to succeed, has no love for the Mexicans, 


since his leg was kicked about the streets. He 
would be willing to enslave them, or lend his aid 
to any one who would enslave them. The Presi- 
dent had made so many attempts at negotiation, as 


t | would push the war until Mexico could be brought 
Texas could never be induced to with- | 


to her senses. 
To a defensive line he was opposed, as calcu- 


He was for a vigorous prosecution of the war, 
for the purpose of showing Mexico we are deter- 
mined to force a peace out of her. If she saw 
that this was our course—that we are not suffering 
ourselves to be distracted by a pending Presiden- 
tial election, and that an army of 50,000 men was 
ready to pounce upon her,—she would at once 
conclude a peace. 

It had been said, we have men enough in Mexi- 
co; and this may be true. The battle of Buena 
Vista had been appealed to. It was said we had 
enough there to whip the overwhelming force of 
Santa Anna; and this was true. But if we had 
had 20,000 men there, instead of 6,000, not a 
Mexican would have escaped. Had our arm 
been only 600, they would have stood their ground, 
and, although they might have been killed, would 
never have been whipped. 

If there could be any security against foreign 
interference—against Mexico falling into the hands 
of a European Power,—he would be content with 
a small portion of her territory, by way of indem- 
nity; but in the absence of all such security, he 
could not understand how the taking possession of 
all the territory, and guaranteeing the protection of 
the people, could be called robbery. 

He would not vote for any treaty which does 
not give us to the Sierra Madre and the whole of 
California. This would be indispensable to enable 
us to keep in our hands a necessary control over 


| her movements, and it would be the best thing for 


Mexico, as she is not able to govern her distant 
provinces. She has never been able to protect 
California or the Rio Grande. The inhabitants of 
those provinces are assailed by Indians, and the 
women and children are daily falling into the hands 
of these roving bands, by whom they are made 
slaves for life. It would therefore be beneficial to 
Mexico to take this course. He would venture 
this prediction, that if we continue the war for 
twelve months longer, we shall never get rid of 
it without the annexation of the whole of Mex- 
ico. 

Mr. GREENE took the floor, and, on his mo- 
tion, 

The Senate adjourned. 





WasHineton, February 18, 1848. 

GentLemeN: In the Congressional Globe of the 16th in- 
stant, isa sketch of my speech an the “ Ten Regiment Bill,” 
so called, delivered in the Senate on the 14th, in which are, 
as is unavoidable, many errors. One only is so import- 
ant that I must beg you to correct it, by publishing this 
note. 

In the sketch, I find this sentence: “If the State of 
¢ Maine chose to secede from our Union, and establish a 
¢ monarchy, and should the rest of the States oppose it, would 
‘ they have any right to force Maine to their views?” 

So far from saying this, said the contrary. After having 
shown the independent condition of Texas as a member of 
the Confederacy of 1824, and the establishment of the central 
des of Mexico in 1835, to which all the States sub- 
mitted, save Texas—she pinering to her republican forms, 
and to the constitution of 1624—I said, in substance: Sup- 
pose all the States of this Union, save Maine, should abolish 
their republican forms, and establish a monarchy, or a des- 
potism, would they have any right to coerce Maine to do the 
same? I said they wonld not. She would have a perfect 
right to maintain her republican forms, if she could ; and a 
war waged to destroy them would be a war of aggression, 
and so of any other State in the Union. 

So soon as I can revise the notes handed me hy the report- 
er of the Senate’s proceedings, I will send you a copy of the 
speech for your eet In the ae ey please publish 
this in your next . Very respectfully, yours 

, nee S. BREESE. 


Messrs. Buairn & Rives. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fraiway, February 18, 1848. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Indiana, from the Com- 
| mittee on Elections, reported the following reso- 
| lution, which was read and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the memorial and specification of James 
| Monroe, the reply thereto of David 8S. Jackson, together 
| with the evidence and exhibits taken by the parties in rela- 
tion to the contested election in the sixth Congressional 
district of the State of New York, be printed for the use of 
the House. 

Mr. HARALSON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported a joint resolution to refund 
money for expenses incurred, subsistence or trans- 
portation furnished, and money advanced by indi- 
vidual citizens of the United States for the use of 
the volunteers before or after being mustered into 
the service of the United States. Read and com- 
mitted. . 


PAYMENT OF TEXAS VOLUNTEERS. 


Mr. BURT, from the same committee, to which 
it was referred, reported a joint resolution pro- 
viding for the payment of the regiment of mounted 
troops called into the service of the United States 
by Colonel Curtis, the commanding officer at Ca- 
margo. 

The resolution having been read a first and sec- 
ond time— 

Mr. BURT asked that it might be put upon its 
passage. 
~ The SPEAKER stated, if there were no objec- 
tion nor any motion to commit, the question would 
be on the engrossment for a third reading. 

Mr. BURT, in answer to various inquiries, said 
this resolution would not necessarily go to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
because it did not in effect make any appropriation 
of money. The House would perceive that the 
resolution was designed to give the Secretary of 
War authority to pay that regiment out of funds 
already appropriated for the prosecution of the 
war. It did not ask for the appropriation of a 
single dollar, nor was an appropriation necessary; 
it simply proposed to give the authority of Con- 
gress to pay certain sums out of appropriations 
already made and unexpended. He trusted, there- 
fore, and as the Committee on Military Affairs was 
unanimous in favor of its passage, that it would 
not be obstructed by either side of the House, but 
be passed through all its stages. 

Mr. HENLEY moved to strike out all that part 
of the resolution which proposed to pay for horses 
lost for want of forage. His reason was this: This 
Government has ever refused to pay for horses so 
lost, and he was therefore opposed to the payment 
in this case, when in former cases such payment 
had been refused. 

Mr. BURT begged leave to say that the gentle- 
man from Indiana never, in the course of his life, 
made a more palpable mistake. So far from his 
statement being true, the very reverse was the fact, 
as was shown by all the legislation of Congress on 
that subject. But the officers of the Government 
were not authorized to make such payments with- 
out the special authority of Congress; and such 
authority, in accordance with precedents, this reso- 
lution proposed to give. When mounted troops 
have been raised and mustered into the service of 
the United States, and the horses have been lost 
for want of. forage which the Government could 
not or would not provide, such horses have at all 
times been paid br; and he would ask how any 
man with a conscience, could refuse to pay for 
horses so lost, either by the misfortune or the fault 
of the Government. 

Mr. POLLOCK thought the resolution was of 
such a character that it should go to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. The gen- 
Udeman from South Carolina had said that this res- 
olution did not make an appropriation; but if he 
had not greatly misunderstood its character, it was 
an appropriation of an appropriation which was 

y made. There were other important ques- 
tions involved in this resolution, and therefore he 
moved that it be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BURT desired permission to say a word or 
two in explanation of the circumstances which re- 
quired the payment for these horses, and he thought 
he could satisfy the House that the resolution 
ought to be passed. He was very reluctant to ob- 
trude himself on the attention of the House even 
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to make a brief statement of facts connected with 


this regiment being called into the service of the | 
United States, but perhaps it was now proper that 
he should do so. 

Mr. COLLAMER rose to a question of arder, | 
respecting which a brief conversation ensued be- 
tween him and the Speaker. 

Mr. BURT then proceeded to state to the House 
that after the army of General Taylor marched 
towards Saltillo, Colonel Curtis, of the Ohio vol- 
unteers, was left in command of the forces at 
Camargo, and of all the line of General Taylor from. | 
the mouth of the Rio Grande towards Saltillo. It 
would be recollected that Colonel Curtis, who was 
a vigilant officer, was advised of the approach of a 
large and numerous army under General Santa 
Anna on ihe position of General Taylor. He had 
had no intelligence from the army of General Taylor 
since the 2lstof February of last year, and it was 
known to the House that on that day there was | 
akirmishing between the armies of General Santa 
Anna and General Taylor. Colonel Curtis was 
unable to hear anything of our army, and was | 
ignorant of its fate until about the Ist of April. 
So entirely was all communication cut off that no 
intelligence was received by Colonel Curtis of the | 
conflict between the two armies, and he deemed it 
his absolute duty, knowing that General Urea was 
in the neighborhood with from four thousand to 
five thousand cavalry, which daily endangered the 
whole line of the Rio Grande, to call on the States 
for a large body of troops. He called on the State 
of Texas for two thousand troops, 


It was not authorized by the War Department nor 
by General ‘Taylor; but Colonel Curtis made a 
requisition on the Governor of tie State of Texas, 
and, in his absence, the Secretary of State, whose 
duty it became, issued a proclamation calling 
troops into the service, and appointing San Antonio 
as a place of rendezvous. This regiment, with 
great promptitude and gallantry, repaired to the 
lace of rendezvous. When Colonel Curtis issued 
bis requisition, which, he repeated, that officer had 
no mies to issue, it became a question for the 
State of Texas to acknowledge or disregard the 
authority of Colonel Curtis; but the State of Texas 
deemed the exigencies of such a nature as to justify 
the call, and it was therefore promptly responded 
to; aud the regiment she raised repaired to the 
rendezvous; and they were there mustered into the | 
service of the United States. Having still received 
no intelligence from General Taylor, that regiment | 
was put on march for Camargo, and, when within 


aday’s march of that place, it was met by an order || 


from General Taylor, informing them of the battle 
of Buena Vista, and directing them, and all other 
troops raised under the same call, to return and be 
mustered out of the service of the United States. 
Here, then, was most gallant conduct on the part | 
of this regiment, in meeting a call which was just- | 
ified by the exigencies of the time, as was admit- 
ted by all who were informed of the state of things 
on the Rio Grande. It was not for this regiment 
to go behind the proclamation of the State officers. 
Well, having obtained the proclamation, they were 
mustered into the service of the United States, and 
on their march from San Antonio towards Camargo 
they passed through a country where forage could 
not be obtained, and many Liens were lost on 
that march. They were then in the service of the 
United States, and he was utterly at adoss to con- 
ceive why any gentleman should resist the appli- 
cation now made to pay for them. The Secretary 

of War, as the House well knew, in his annual | 
report, stating the fact that this regiment was called 

into the service without authority of that depart- | 
ment or any competent officer, still recommended 
that the regiment should be paid. In making the 
payment proposed by this resolution, this regi- | 
ment would be placed simply on the footing of the | 
troops sent to General Taylor by General Gaines | 
without authority. When the application came to 
this House for the payment of those troops called 
out by General Gaines from the State of Louisiana, 
the resolution was passed without a solitary objec- 
tion, and he hoped the House would pass this 


He had no | 
authority for making that call, as every one knew. | 


_THE CONGR 


to the bounty lands they would have been entitled ! 


to if they had been mustered into the service under 
the call of competent authority. That had been 
recommended by the War Department, in obedi- 
ence to which it was drawn, so as to place those 
men where the 
tis had had authority to make the call. 

Mr. POLLOCK said that he had no wish to be 
understood as opposing the bill; on the contrary, 
should he, on examination of its merits, find it to 
be just, he should be ready to vote for it. But 


he did oppose the rapid way in which many bills | 


had lately been carried through the House. The 


present bill involved important principles. The | 


House had made a provision of bounty lands; 


and this bill professed to be grounded on a call | 


for troops by Colonel Curtis, made upon the Gov- 
ernor of Texas. If that call was authorized to 
be made, or if the Governor of Texas believed 
himself to be bound to obey it, Mr. P. did not 
know; possibly both might be true, and then he 
certainly should not oppose the claim. But they 
had passed many bills of late, by unanimous con- 
sent, without referring them to a Committee of the 
Whole, and some to his knowledge which never 


would have passed had they previously gone to a | 
| committee. One, particularly, he had in his eye, 


which, if the circumstances of the case had been 


known, would not have commanded ten votes. || 
| The Committee of Claims was organized expressly 


for the purpose of examining such claims, and the 
Committee of the Whole were under obligation to 
do the same before a bill passed the House. If the 
principles of this bill were right it should have his 
support, but if not he should most certainly oppose 
it. Meanwhile he demanded the previous question. 
Mr. P., however, consented to withdraw hiscall for 


| the previous question, at the request of 


' who had lost horses, who were equall 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, who said that he 
understood this bill or resolution made provision 
to pay for horses lost by citizens of Texas who 
had obeyed a call of the Governor and entered into 
the service of the United States; the horses, as he 
understood it, were lost for want of forage being 
provided by the United States. The appropriation 


asked for was right and just, and according to the 
universal practice of the Government, which had 


always paid for horses lost without fault of the 
owners. But there were other classes of persons 
meritori- 
ous with those embraced by this bill. e hoped, 
therefore, that the Committee on Military Affairs 
would report a general bill, covering all—for all 
stood on the same grounds, both of equity and of 
precedent. 

The CHAIR here reminded Mr. Jones that the 
House was not now in Committeaof the Whole. 

Mr. JONES said he was aware of that; he 
merely wished to mention that there was one regi- 
ment of mounted men from Tennessee who had 
been transported from Tampico to Vera Cruz 
without their horses, which were sent on to them 
afterwards. Of these horses many had been thrown 
overboard to lighten the ships which carried them, 
during the storms they had to encounter on their 
voyage. Such of them as reached Vera Cruz in 
safety had there been delivered to their owners, 
who, at the end of their term of service, delivered 
over their horses and were duly paid for them; 
while those whose horses had been thrown into the 
sea to save the vessel had never yet received a 
dollar in compensation. He hoped that the com- 
mittee would prepare a bill that should include this 
class of individuals, with all others who, while 
serving the country, had lost horses without any 
fault or delinquency of their own. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said something, not a word of 


| which could be heard on the right of the chair; but 


believed to be a motion to refer to the Committee 
of the Whole. 

Mr. BURT said, that if the gentleman from Ohio 
would permit him, he would move that the further 


| consideration of the resolution be postponed till | 
|| Tuesc'ay next, and be made the special order for | 
H that da 


Mr. GIDDINGS assented to the postponement, 


| but hoped it would go to a Committee of the Whole 


resolution and do justice to those gallant men who |! on the state of the Union. 


80 promptly were mustered into the service of the 
country. 

Mr. BOWLIN made some inquiry, which was | 
not heard at the reporter’s desk. 

Mr. BURT replied that that portion of the reso- 
lution simply declared that they should be entitled | 


After a conversation, in which Messrs. GID- 
DINGS, BOYD, and BURT took part, the ques- 
tion was put on postponement, and agreed to. 

APPROPRIATION OF PUBLIC LANDS. 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, from the Committee on 


ESSIONAL GLOBE. 


would have stood if Colonel Cur- | 


Naval Affairs, reported a bill granting to the Flor. 
ida, Alabama, and Georgia Railroad Company the 
» alternate sections of the public lands along the 
| route of their proposed railroads. 

Mr. K. moved to commit the bill to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and that five thousand exira 
copies of the accompanying report and maps be 
printed for the use of the House. The bill wag 
committed. 

The question being then on the printing of the 
extra copies— 

Mr. COLLAMER moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill had been referred to the Com. 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
| He had but one point to make. This bill or reso- 

lution went to dispose of a considerable body of 
_ the public lands; and so far it was not a private bill, 
but one of a public nature. If the Committee on 
'| Naval Affairs was the proper organ of the House 
| to report bills relating to the public lands, and land 
| bills were to be reported without consulting the 
‘| Committee on Public Lands, he wished to know it. 
|| He moved to reconsider the vote referring the bil! 
|| to a Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
|| Union, with a view to refer it to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. KING said this motion of the gentleman 
| from Vermont imposed upon him the necessity of 
saying a few words in explanation of the provisions 
| of this bill. Pensacola was the great naval station 
| in the Gulf for the protection and refitting of the 
| navy of the United States. Reports of our engi- 
| neers, made to the Government from year to year, 
_ showed that the lands in the vicinity of this import- 

ant station were so exceedingly barren as to be 
| uninhabited and destitute of roads passing through 
| them. In consequence of this, a naval depét of so 
| much value and importance to the Government, 

together with all the fortifications in its vicinity, 
| were liable at any time to fall into the hands of an 
enterprising enemy. A bill providing means to 
| remedy so great an evil, by the construction of a 
| good military road, was a bill eminently connected 
|| with the naval affairs of the country, and it had 
t} 


| therefore been referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. The committee in its report had given at 
| large all the reasons why jurisdiction of the sub- 
| ject pertained to them, as well as in favor of the 
|| measure itself. If the gentleman from Vermont 
‘| would but suffer that report to be printed, he would 
1 be at once fully satisfied. All the members would 
‘| then be allowed ample time to reflect on the case 
|| before they were called on to act upon it. Mean- 
|| while, he earnestly hoped the reference of the bill 
|| would not be reconsidered. Let the report be 
| printed, and then let the House judge whether 
| there could be any necessity of sending the bill to 
| the Committee on Public Lands. Mr. K. said he 
|| entertained the greatest possible respect for that 
|| committee, as well as for the high character and 
| judgment and liberality of his friend from Ver- 
| mont, [Mr. Cottamer,| and he was very sure that 
|, gentleman could have been actuated by no desire 
| to make un attack on the Committee on Naval Af- 
|| fairs. The gentleman was actuated, he felt very 
| certain, only by a regard to propriety and the right 
| order of proceeding. The matter had been sub- 
| mitted to the Naval Committee from no want of 
| confidence in the Land Committee, but — be- 
| cause its nature rendered it fit that it should be 
|| placed in their care. If it must first go to another 
|| committee, and wait for a report from them, It 
|| would probably be lost for this session. 
__ Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware, said it seemed to 
him that this was a subject which did not legiti- 
|| mately pertain to a Committee on the Public Lands. 
_ The bill was to provide means to construct a rail- 
| road. The chairman of the Naval Committee, 
|| who had reported the bill, had explained the 
|| grounds of its provisions: it was for the better 
| protection of a great naval depét in the Gulf of 
| Florida. A subject of this sort did not fall within 
| the cognizance of the Land Committee. If it went 
| to any other than the Naval Committee, a more 
| appropriate reference would be to the Committee 
_on Military Affairs. He hoped the motion to re- 


consider would not prevail. . ‘ 
__ Mr. STANTON opposed the reconsideration, 
| being against referring the bill to the Committee on 
' Public Lands. He did not say whether he should 
\ vote for the bill or not; but he was p to say 
‘| that the whole merits of the subject were clearly 
| set forth in the committee’s report. He could see 
' no reason for recommitment. After the Commit- 
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tee on Naval Affairs had fully examined the sub- || Denmark, in satisfaction of the loss sustained in By Mr. RICHEY: The petition of James A. Adair and 


| the three prizes aforesaid.” 


ect, and had, with great labor and ability, pre- 

red a full report upon it, it seemed to him to be 
treating that committee with some disrespect to 
refer it again to another committee. Any gentle- 
man who would take the pains to read the report 
would there find all the arguments fully and oe 
resented, and would understand the subject in all 
- bearings. Why need it be referred a second 


e? - 

"ie. McCLERNAND was not prepared to say 
whether he should vote for or against the proposi- 
tion in the bill, but to him it was perfectly clear 
that the Committee on Naval Affairs had no proper 
‘yrisdiction over an appropriation of the public lands. 
if a subject like this could be taken out of the hands 
of the Land Committee, all its jurisdiction over the 
subject of public lands might as well be taken away 
and the committee abolished at once. 

Ifa Committee on Naval Affairs could suggest 
the proper disposition of the public domain, with 
a view to facilitate the intercourse of different parts 
of the country, in addition to looking after the 
naval affairs of the Government; if they were to 

ropose the appropriation of millions of acres of the 

ublic lands to build railroads when they thought 
them needed to strengthen the defences of the 
country, they might take cognizance in like man- 
nerofevery work of internal improvement through- 
out the land, and all proposals for works‘of that 
description must be submitted to the Naval Com- 
mittee. They would have to report on Mr. 
Whitney’s great road to Oregon, because lands 
were asked for that, and though the Committee on 
Public Lands had that proposition now before them, 
he supposed they must give it up, and submit it to 
the committee who had charge of the naval affairs 
of the country. The practice of the House and 
the rules of the House would sanction no such ref- 
erence. 

Mr. ROCK WELL moved the previous question. 

Mr. BOWLIN called for the reading of the rules 
which prescribed the duties of the several standing 
committees; which was read accordingly. 

The previous question was aa. put, and 
carried, and the motion to refer the bill to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union was 
reconsidered—ayes 85. 

It was then referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 


CLAIM OF PAUL JONES’S HEIRS. 


Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved a 
resolution to terminate the debate in Committee of 
the Whole in two hours on the Senate bill for the 
relief of the heirs of John Paul Jones, after the 
House shall again resolve itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the private calendar. 

Mr.STARKWEATHER moved to lay the res- 
olution on the table. Negatived. 

Mr.C. J. INGERSOLL suggested to Mr. Rocx- 
WELL, to modify his resolution so as to close the 
debate in one hour; which being agreed to, the 
resolution was adopted. 

The House then resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole on private bills, (Mr. McCLernanp, 
of Illinois, in the chair.) 

The first bill on the calendar was the Senate bill 
for the relief of the heirs of John Paul Jones: 

The debate on the bill was resumed, and contin- 
ued by Messrs. BOWLIN, PUTNAM, and 
ROCKWELL of Connecticut. 

The hour for closing the debate arriving, the 
committee proceeded to vote on amendments as 
proposed. 

_Mr. PUTNAM moved to amend the first sec- 
tion by striking out all after the word “ appropria- 
ted,” in the 7th line, viz: the words ‘upon the 
principles of justice and equity, according to acts 
in similar cases, and applicable thereto.”” Disa- 
greed to. 

Mr. PUTNAM moved to amend the first section 
of the bill by adding after the words ‘to adjust and 
pay,” in the 5th line, the following: * the balance 

found due, if any, to the legal heirs or representa- 
uves of the said Jones.’’ Diesahend to. 

The second section was read, and amended b 
the insertion of the word * captors’ in the 13t 
line; so that it reads, ‘to be apportioned on the 

is of the distribution of a settlement made with 

the captors for prizes,” &c. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved to 
strike out the words, ** the said proportion to be 
deducted from the indemnity to be received from 
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Agreed to. 


Mr. ROCKWELL moved further to amend the 


bill by adding thereto the following: “ deducting, 


however, from the share of Captain Peter Landais 
the sum received by him or his legal representa- 
tives, under an act of Congress approved the 28th 
of March, 1806.’ Agreed to, 

Mr. STARK WEATHER moved to amend the 
second section by striking out the “ represent- 
atives,’’ and inserting ‘* heirs,” and to add after 
the words ** John Paul Jones,’’ the words * being | 
citizens of the United States; so as to make the 
claims payable to the legal heirs of the said John 
— Jones, ‘* being citizens of the United States,”’ 

Cc, 

The amendment was lost. 

Mr. KAUFMAN moved to add at the end of 
the bill a proviso disallowing interest on the claim. 
Agreed to. 

r. STARK WEATHER moved to antend the 
second section by striking out the words “ as esti- 
mated by Benj. Franklin,” and inserting after the 
words * proportions of,’’ the “ sum of $24,421 78;”" | 
so that it would read ‘* their respective proportions | 
of $24,421 78, the value of three prizes captured,”’ 
&c. Rejected. 

Mr. STARK WEATHER moved to add at the 
end of the bill a proviso, a copy of which could not 
be obtained. It was rejected. 

Mr. DICKINSON moved to amend the third 
section by inserting the word ‘ lineal’’ after the || 
word ‘* legal,” so as to make the claim payable to || 
the ** legal lineal representatives of the said John | 
Paul Jones.’’ Disagreed to. 

The bill having been gone through— 

Mr. BOWLIN moved to amend the bill by 
striking out all after the enacting clause and insert- | 
ing a substitute authorizing the Secretary of the | 
Treasury to pay to the legal heirs of John Paul 
Jones the sum of $24,421 78, the value of the prizes 
captured by said Jones and carried into the port of 
Bergen, in Norway, and by Denmark delivered | 
up to Great Britain in 1779. Rejected. 

The committee then rose and reported the bill. 

Mr. BOWLIN again moved the substitute for the 
bill which he moved in Committee of the Whole. | 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved the | 
previous question; and under the operation thereof, | 
the amendments of the Committee of the Whole || 
were agreed to. 

Mr. ASHMUN raised a question of order on 
the amendment moved by Mr. Bow tty, and in- 

uired if Mr. B. could move an amendment while 
the amendments reported by the Committee of the | 
Whole were pending. 

The SPEAKER overruled Mr. Asumun’s point || 
of order. 

The question was then put on Mr. Bow ttn’s |) 
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54 other citizens of Morgan county, Ohio, praying that the 
act of Congress passed March 3, 1847, requiring the payment 
of postage on newspapers within 30 miles be repeaied, and 
also a reduction of letter postage. 

By Mr. EMBREE: A petition and application of John F. 
Staser, for a military land warrant, under the act of Con 
gress of Lith February, 1847. 

By Mr. HOLMES, of New York: The memorial of Pro 
fessor Dewey and several of the druggists of Rochester, New 
York, praying for a law subjecting imported articles intgnded 
for medical use to competent inspection, and if found base 
or spurious, to confiscation and destruction. 

By Mr. NELSON: The remonstrance of Reuben R. Finch 
and 281 other farmers and manufacturers of ploughs, of West 
chester county, New York, against the passage of any law 
renewing or extending the patent of Jethro Wood for the 
cast-iron plough. 

By Mr. COCKE: The petition of Robert Hooke and % 
others, citizens of East Tennessee, praying Congress to 
grant some compensation to them and others in consequence 
of valuable military services rendered in repelling the ag- 
gression of the Indians in the early settlement of that part 
of the country. 

By Mr. MACLAY: The petition of Aaron Kline and many 
other citizens of the city of New York, to limit the amount 
of land to be purchased and held, and for the cessation of the 
sale of the public lands as at present, and for the laying them 


| out in farms and lots foractual settlers not possessed of other 


land. Also, the petition of William J. Morgan and other 
citizens of New York, for the same. Also, the memorial 
of the Chamber of Commerce of the city of New York, for 


| the return of duties on goods destroyed by the great fire in 


that city in 1845. 

By Mr. ST. JOHN: The remonstrance of J. H. Corwin 
and other citizens of Orange county, New York, against the 
renewal or extension of the patent formerly granted to 
Jethro Wood for the cast-iron plough. 

By Mr. CONGER: The remonstance of 40 citizens and 
farmers of Cortland county, New York, against the further 
extension of the patent of Jethro Wood. 

By Mr. EVANS, of Ohio: From James McLanghlin and 
48 other citizens of Morgan county, Ohio, praying a repeal 
of so much of the act of 3d March, 1847, as subjects to the 


| payment of postage newapapers circulating through the mail 
| within thirty miles of the office of publication, and for a 


more efficient and uniform system of cheap postage. 





IN SENATE. 
Fray, February 18, 1848. 


Mr. ATCHISON presented a petition of citizens 
of the United States residing in the Wyandot na- 
tion, in the Indian territory, praying a reduction of 
the rates of postage on newspapers; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. f 

Also, a document relating to the claim of Joseph 
Barclay, a soldier in the last war with Great Brit- 
ain, to an allowance of bounty land; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. MANGUM presented the petition of Wil- 
liam Davis and others, praying that the right to 
purchase the timber on certain public lands in Ais- 
bama may be granted to them; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BREESE presented two petitions of citi- 
zens of Illinois, praying the establishment of a mail 
route from Waterloo to Sparta, in that State; which 


amendment, and decided in the negative: Yeas 76, \| were referred to the Committee on the Post Office 


nays 100. 


he bill was then read a third time, and, under | 


the operation of the previous question, was passed: 
Yeas 99, nays 77. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved to 
reconsider the vote passing the bill for the relief of 
the heirs of John Paul Jones. 

Mr. POLLOCK moved to lay the motion to re- | 
consider on the table. Agreed to. 

A motion was made that when the House ad- | 
journs, it will adjourn till ee next. 

The question on which was 
firmative by yeas and nays: Yeas 84, nays 82. 

And the ieee adjourned to Monday next. 


PETITIONS, &c. 


The following petitions were presented and re- | 
ferred : 


By Mr. TWEEDY: The petition of H. N. Strong and 192 
others, praying for the establishment of a post-route from 
Port Washington, Wisconsin, to Beaver Dam, via Salisbury 
Mills and Hurricane. Also, the petition of Bertinck O’Con- 
ner and 59 others, for the saine object. Alsa, the petition of 
Richard Catlin and 70 others, pravins for the establishment 
ofa -route from Waupun, Fond du Lac county, Wiscon- | 
sin, via Cuesco, to Dartford. Also, the petition of William | 


Wright and 26 cthers, of Winnebago county, in Wisconsin, | 


i 


pra for a ———— reduction of postage on all news- 
rs not containing more than 500 square inches. 

y Mr. GOTT: The remonstrance of Squire Munro and 
29 others, citizens of Onondaga county, New York, and the | 
remonstrance of Burr Burton and 34 others, citizens of said 
county, against the _— of any law renewing and contin- | 
uing the patent of Jethro Wood for a cast-iron plough. | 
Also, remonstrance of the people of the town of Onon- 
daga, in said county, in town meeting assembled, upon the 
same subject. 


ecided in the af- || 


and Post Roads. 
On motion of Mr. BAGBY, the petition of Car- 
_oline E. Clitherall, widow of George C. Clitherall, 


| on the files of the Senate, was referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Military Affairs. 


| On motion of Mr. ASHLEY, it was ordered, 

that Scott, White & Co. have leave to withdraw 
their petition and papers. 

Mr. BREESE submitted the following resolu- 

| tion, which was considered by unanimous consent, 


and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the-expediency ofestab- 


'| lishing a post route from Waterloo, by Red Bud and Fayette- 


| ville to Sparta, in the State of Illinois. 


Mr. BALDWIN submitted the following reso- 
lutions for consideration; which were ordered to 
| be printed: 

Resolved, That the amount collected by the army of the 
| United States in Mexico, from the revenues of that Repub- 
| lie, and from the contributions levied on the ple thereof 
| by order of the President of the United States fr the support 

of tive army, t to be applied to the oe gma pro rata of 
| the awards in favor of claimants under the convention be- 
| tween the United States and the Mexican Republic, of the 
| Lith of April, 1839, for which the proceeds of the direct 
| taxes of the Mexican Republic were solemnly pledged by 
| the convention of the 30th of January, 1843. 
Resolved, That it pertains exclusively to Congress to raise 
| and arene armies by ious of money to that use 
| for a limited term; and no power is .conferred by the 
| Constitution on the President to ly any moneys collected 
| under the authority of the Un States, to the support of 
| the army, without a specific appropriation therefor. ; 

Resolved, That the t be requested to commmuni- 

cate to the Senate a particular account of all moneys collect- 
ed from the revenues of Mexico, or from military contribu- 


tions levied by his ee and of the manner in which . 


the same has been d of, or applied. 


sa. 
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Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom were referred the memorials 
of Susan C. Randall and of C. Chauncey and 
others, submitted an adverse report; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WESTCOTT, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was recommitted the petition 
of J. Bigelow, administrator of Francis Cazeau, 


deceased, and also the report (and bill acecompany- || 


ing the same) made in said case by same com- 
mittee, submitted an adverse report; which was 
ordered to be printed. 


Mr. TURNEY, from the Committee on Patents | 
and: the Patent Office, to whom was referred the | 
petition of Aaron Carman, submitted an adverse | 


report; which was ordered to be printed. 
On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of La., it was 
Ordered, That the Committee on Pensions be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of Mary Cas- 
sin; and that it be referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. ATCHISON, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be dis- | 
charged trom the further consideration of the memorial of || 


the Board of the American Indian Mission Association. 
UNITED STATES COURTS IN MICHIGAN, 


Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the || 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill concern- | 
ing the courts of the United States in and for the | 


district of Michigan, reported it without amend- 
ment. 

The Senate procéeded to consider said bill as 
in Committee of the Whole, and no amendment 
being made, it was reported to the Senate, read a 
third time, and passed. 


HOUSE BILLS REPORTED. 
Mr. WESTCOTT, from the Committee of 
Claims, to whom were referred the following bills 


from the House of Representatives, reported them | 


without amendment: 


An act for the relief of the legal heirs of John | 


Snyder, deceased; 
ie act for the relief of S. Morris Waln; 


An act for the relief of the legal representatives || 


of James Brown, deceased. 


Mr. BALDWIN, from the same committee, to | 
whom was referred the bill from the House of || 


Representatives for the relief of Phineas Capen, 


lecal administrator of John Cox, deceased, of Bos- 


ton, reported it without amendment. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A message was received from-the House of 


Representatives, by Mr. Camppext, their Cierk, | 
announcing that the House of Representatives had | 
passed a bill entitled * An act to authorize a loan | 


not to exceed the sum of sixteen millions of dol- 


Senate. 
THE LOAN BILL. 
The bill from the House of Representatives to 
authorize a loan not to exceed the sum of sixteen 


millions of dollars, was read the first and second | 


times, by unanimous consent, and referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 


COMPENSATION OF POSTMASTERS. 

On motion of Mr, NILES, the prior orders were 
suspended, and the bill in amendment of an act 
entitled “An act to amend the act entitled ‘An act 
to reduce the rates of postage, to limit the use and 
correct the abuse of Ahe franking priyilege, and for 


the prevention of fraud on the revenue of the || 
Post Office Department,’’’ passed the 3d of March, | 
the second time, and considered as | 
in Committee of the Whole; and no amendment | 


being made, it was reported to the Senate, read a || Y : poe : 
| tier—always engaged in arduous service, in Indian 


1845, was rea 


third time, and passed. 
WIDOW OF COLONEL MecRAE. 


On motion of Mr. HANNEGAN, the prior || 
orders were suspended, and the Senate resumed | 
the consideration, as in Committee of the Whole, | 
of the bill for the relief of Mary McRae, widow of | 


Lieutenant Colonel William McRae, lete of the 
United States army, deceased. 

Mr. HANNEGAN moved to amend the bill by 
striking out the words ‘ during her natural life,” 


and inserting in lieu thereof * for the ensuing five | 

ears from and after the passage of this act.”’ 

Mr. SEVIER suggested the propriety of allow- | 
ing the bill to stand as it had been reported. The 
widow of Colonel McRae was very old and infirm, | 
and it was not likely she would live much longer. 
Their experience had shown that the limitation of | 


| many infirmities. 


| sideration of services as deserving as any ever ren- | 


ject, in order that they might see whither it is 
| tending, and where it is to end. 
| time a law providing for the widows and minor 


| existence. 


the United States. 
| presented, that bill would have gone back to 1818, 
| but he had discovered that,and procured an amend- 
_ment, which confined its operation to the regular 


| the present war. 


|| that they were not doing adequate justice. 


to save legislation, he made the suggestion, that | 
the bill be allowed to remain without amendment. | 
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Mr. HANNEGAN said that he should most | 


| cheerfully anette in the suggestion, were it not | 


for a letter which he had received from the old || 


lady, with whom he had no previous acquaint- | 
She was more than | 


ance, and had never seen. 
seventy years of age, and was borne down by 


should be made in order to facilitate the passage of 
the bill, at the same time that she implored speedy 
action. The claim was a highly meritorious one, 
and the relief proposed to be extended was in con- | 


dered by any gallant soldier. 
Mr. BENTON then rose, but yielded to 
Mr. NILES, who said he did not rise exactly | 
to oppose the bill, but he begged leave to call at- | 
tention to the course of legislation on this sub- | 


For a length of 


children of officers and soldiers of the militia 


| dying from wounds in that service, had been in | 
As he thought, with good reason, a | 


distinction had been made in favor of the militia. 
A few days since, after very little consideration, a 
bill had passed the Senate extending the law to 
which he had just alluded to the regular army of 
In the form in which it was 


army from the first of March, 1846, to the end of 
No doubt the case now before 
the Senate was highly meritorious; yet, as it went 
on the principle that the widow of an officer who 


_had been engaged in the service of his country in 


war was entitled to this extension of a pension, it 
was easy to see that, if passed, it would not be 
easy to resist the application of this principle to 
all cases of widows of officers or soldiers engaged 
in the last war with Great Britain. He wished, 
then, the attention of the Senate to be directed to 
the effect, length and breadth of the principle in 
which it was now proposed to act. 

Mr. BENTON said he yielded the floor to his 


friend from Connecticut, in the full expectation 
| that he would support the bill, because he so gen- 
erally concurred in favor of what was right. This 


case of Mrs. MacRae had been brought forward 


' by himself some years ago; and a Senator from 


Maine, no longer a member of the hody, who was 


lars,’’ in which they request the concurrence of the || also acquainted with all the circumstances of the 


| case, most cordially coéperated in bringing it to 


the favorable consideration of the Senate. At the 
time the case was first brought forward, he ex- 
pressed his desire that the principle involved in the 


case might be applied to the whole army; but the 


old lady, having lived too long already to expect to 
be able to live long enough to see a general prin- 


' ciple applied to meet her case, begged him to give 


the bill the form which the Senator from Indiana 
had now given it. In that fornthe cordially united 


| with the Senator from Indiana, and others ac- 
| quainted with the subject, in giving it a cordial 


support, in the fall conviction, at the same time, 
It was 
the case of a lady (her letter showed her to be one 
in every sense of the word) who, for almost fifty 
years, had been the wife of as brave and as hon- 
orable a soldier as ever lived, and who, in this fifty 
years of military life, was always upon the fron- 


wars, at frontier posts—doing everything which 
belonged to the laborious military life of the earli- 
est period of our history, from °91 coming down 
to the end of the war with Great Britain. He per- 
ished on the banks of the Ohio, struck with the 
cholera. Ifghe had been struck down by the ar- 
row or the hatchet of the Indian, his wife would 
have taken her pension as a matter of course. He 
was struck down in the line of his duty, and his 


he had fallen by the hand of the foe. But the law 
made a difference between the soldier killed in bat- 
tle and him whodies from disease. Yet there should 
be no difference, for it matters not upon what field 
the soldier dies who gives his life for his country, 
so far as regards the merit of the sacrifice. It is 


| death to his family was precisely the same as | 


the same in both cases. The loss to his family is | another day, meanwhile, in the beautiful language 





In that letter the old lady ex- | 
| pressed her desire that the limitation of five years | 


| 
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"these relief bills to a period of five years was not || the same. And far more was he to be 
effective, a renewal always being sought. In order | died from disease than he who fell at 
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his command on the field of battle. Yer meted 
made a difference; and thus, after fifty vente of 
service, this officer’s widow cannot take a peesion 
because her husband was struck down by disease. 
although in the line of his duty. If she had beer 
only twenty-four hours married, and her husband 
had fallen in battle, she would have been entitleq 
toapension. But here, after fifty years of servic 
the widow of the officer receives nothing because 
he did not happen to fall by the hand of the foe. 

A Senator. He may have been on a furlough 

Mr. BENTON. On furlough? He never hadi 
anything to do with furlough. What he had to 
do with most was double duty—building forts 
opening roads, making bridges—on the frontier 
always. This was truly a case in which they 
might say: 

“ Deliberat Roma, perit Saguntum.” 
The old lady perishes whilst they deliberate! [He 
hoped, in conclusion, that every consideration of 
justice would prompt the Senate to consent to the 
immediate passage of the bill. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, agreed with the 
Senator from Connecticut, that there might he 
some danger in establishing precedents calculated 
to lead to a too wide extension of the pension laws, 
But he did not apprehend that the passage of the 
present bill would operate in that way. The case 
was one of the most meritorious character, and it 
had peculiar features, which rendered it hardly 
probable that it would be hereafter cited as a prece- 
dent to justify any improper legislation. 

Mr. PEARCE remarked that it was difficult to 
resist such appeals to the feelings of Senators as 
had been made in favor of this bill. But he was 
of opinion that the bill introduced a new principle 
in their legislation, never known in the case of mil- 
itary pensions, and but for a short time, and that 
most unfavorably, in the case of naval pensions. 
The principle of the naval pension law was, that 
the widows of those killed in battle, dying from 
wounds received in battle, or in consequence of 
exposure to some of the peculiar hazards of their 
profession, were entitled toa pension. So far he 
was willing to go. But the present bill proposed 
to go further. It proposed to give a pension to 
the widow of an officer who died from a disease to 
which he was not subjected in the line of his duty. 
If that principle were adopted, why not extend it 
to all employees of the Government, civil as well 
as military. He was very far from wishing to de- 
tract from the value and importance of the services 
of this officer, but he did not approve of the prin- 
ciple involved in the bill. If the bill passed, he 
did not see why they should not go on, and, fol- 
lowing the suggestion of the Senator from Mis- 
souri, enact a general law, giving pensions to the 
widows of all officers dying in the service, no mat- 
ter how or where. 

Mr. BADGER said that he was at once glad 
and sorry to hear the remarks of his friend from 
Maryland, because it was evident that throughout 
his excellent understanding was engaged in a forced 
contest with the suggestions of his heart. For 
himself, he had never given a vote in ales poly 
with more pleasure than he would vote for this bill. 
It introduced no new principle into their pension 
laws. It was not an application to extend the pen- 
sion laws. It was simply an application to Con- 
gress to pass a special bill for a special case, and 
when a similar case presented itself all that was 
to be done was to make a similar provision for tt. 
When a similar case occurred he would, with equal 
cheerfulness, be prepared to provide for it in the 
same way. He thought that that country might 
be declared incapable of self-government, and the 
proper discharge of its duties to those who served 
it, which was either unable or unwilling to dis- 
charge such a debt as that incurred in the present 
case—a case of more than forty years unremitted, 
devoted, faithful service, death in the service, and 
an aged relict left entirely destitute. 

Mr. HANNEGAN said that he had refrained 
from expressing his own opinion on the bill from 
the fact that he had been satisfied from the first 
that the Senate would pass the bill. He rose 
the purpose of begging the friends of the bill at 
any rate, and Senators on every side, to allow the 
question to be taken without further debate, as It 
was apparent from the hands of the clock that un 
less acted on at once it would be laid over for 
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; an indemnity for the expenditures we have incur- | 








1848. 


yoted by the Senator from Missouri, whilst we 
deliberated the aged widow starved. 

The amendment was agreed to; and no further 
amendment being made, the bill was reported to 
the Senate, and the amendment concurred in. 


And the bill was read a third time and passed. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 
On motion, it was ordered that when the Senate | 
ajourns, it be to Monday next. 


THE TEN-REGIMENT BILL. 
The Senate proceeded to the consideration of | 
the bill to raise, for a limited time, an additional 
military force. . » 
Mr. GREENE, who was entitled to the floor, said, 
that when the act of 13th May, 1846, was passed, 
he was absent on a visit to his family. He had 
since voted in favor of all supplies; but having 
made up his mind to vote against this bill, he | 
thought it due, even at this late period of the ses- | 
sion, to himself and his constituents, to assign his || 
reasons. He did not expect to change a vote, but 
he must yield to the convictions of duty, which 
would not permit him to be silent. He would | 
have voted for the law of May, 1846, had he been | 
present, because it was represented that our army |, 
under General Taylor was in peril. 
He considered the war as illegally commenced | 
by the President when he issued the order to |) 
General Taylor to march to the Rio Grande. I} 
The first proposition he laid down was, that the || 
objects of the war are changed. The idea of the | 
conquest of Mexico was never intended or avowed || 
when the war commenced. He referred to the 
message of the President of the 4th August, 1846, in | 
which it is said that we ought to pay a reasonable | 
| 


price for any territory which Mexico might be 
willing tocede, and disavowing explicitly any idea 
ofconquest. ‘The same tone is perceptible in sub- | 
sequent messages. | 

He contrasted the language of the messages from | 
which he had read, with that of his message at the | 
commencement of this session of Congress. It is | 
now declared that we ought to prosecute the war 
until we compel Mexico to make peace, and that we 
ought to retain the territory we have conquered as 


| 


red. The President says he is satisfied the prov- | 
inces of New Mexico and California should never | 
be surrendered to Mexico, and recommends that || 
we establish a government over them. It is clear, | 
from this change of tone, that he now looks to the | 
acquisition of this territory by conquest. So op- || 
posed is this language to that which he formerly || 
used with reference to the war, that it clearly jus- | 
ties all who are against the conquest of Mexico | 

| 

' 


) 


in voting against this bill. 

The fact was, we had received nothing from the 
war-naking power, orthe Executive, defining expli- | 
citly the objects of the war. We have only indefinite || 
phrases; and we are left to infer these objects from |. 
the speeches of political leaders here and through- || 
out the country. He referred to General Hous- |, 
ton’s speech at a meeting at Tammany Hall. || 
Speeches at these public meetings, from high quar- || 
ters, gave a tone to public opinion; and when they | 
are heretical, are Ghcalaah to do great mischief; || 
to be dangerous to those who heard, and those who || 
were absent. He quoted the part,of the speech || 
which described the people of the United States as | 
land-loving people, ever since the Pilgrims, who | 
landed at Plymouth Rock, had robbed the Indians. 
And when the Senator from Mississippi asked 
what was to be done with Mexico, there was a | 
cry “annex it.”? The Senator said he was not } 
prepared for that, but circumstances might bring 
that result. 

He then referred to the resolutions submitted by 
Mr. Bacay, especially the second, which asserts 
that conquest is a legitimate mode of acquiring ter- 
ritory. He then quoted from a letter received by 
him, with an extract from a newspaper containing 
opinions expressed by Mr. Baasy to his constitu- 
ents, which were consistent with the resolutions. 

He then adverted to the resolutions‘ offered by 
Mr. Dickinson and Mr. Hanneean, as calculated 
(o deepen the impression in the public mind that the 
conquest of the whole of Mexico is designed. 

he chairman of the Military Committee disavows 
this intention, but saya it would not kill us to swal- 
low the whole of Mexico. The chairman of the 
Foreign Relations had indicated that if this was to 


| promised. 


| the holding of foreign territory. 
| to General Lincoln, dated 30th August, Mr. Jef- || 


|| given, 
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These were indeed but shadows, but ‘coming events | 
|| cast their shadows before.’’ 


stu He referred to the 
agitation of the Texas question during the last 


| Presidential contest, and felt an apprehension that 
| the Mexican question was to be made the issue at 


the next. 
The second proposition he laid down was, as to 


| the right of the Government of the United States 
to hold foreign territory by the title of conquest 
| merely. 
| objects of those who framed the Constitution, and 


He took a view of the character and 


of its provisions. He stated that the purchase of 


| Louisiana was not justified by Mr. Jefferson on 
|| the ground of its constitutionality, but on the || 


ground of its necessity, and the advantages it | 
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cence in the policy of the President, he considered 
it one of the greatest evils which could befall our 
country. He could not, therefore, vote for this 
bill. 

Mr. MASON took the floor, and moved that the 
Senate adjourn; but afterwards withdrew the mo- 


| tion. 


It was to benefit the Western States, || 


by giving them an outlet for their products. Ina || 


| letter to Mr. Breckenridge, of August, 1803, he | 
| explains himself to this effect, stating that he might | 


be required to appeal to the people for an amend- | 
ment of the Constitution, which did not authorize | 
In another letter, | 


ferson makes suggestions hearing out the same 
idea? In another letter, to Wilson C. Nicholas, the 
same construction of the constitutional power was 


The same opinion was entertained by Mr. Madi- | 


PRIVATE BILL. 

Mr. BALDWIN, from the Committee of Claims, 
to whom was referred the petition of J. W. Nye, 
assignee of Peter Bargy and Hugh Stewart, sub- 
mitted a report, accompanied by a bill for his relief. 

The bill was read, and passed to the second 
reading; and the report ordered to be printed. 


INVIOLABILITY OF FRANKS. 
Mr. BADGER submitted the following resolu- 
tion for consideration: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the propriety and neces- 


|| sity of providing by law, that no frank of any letter or packet, 


| otherwise valid, shall be held or treated as invalid by reason 


son, Mr. Adams, and other leading statesmen of || 


that day. The silence of the people, however, | 


may have been regarded as giving assent to the || 
|, act, and as being virtually an amendment of the || 
The Constitution required the ac- || 
| quiescence of two-thirds of the Senate to a treaty 


Constitution. 


to render it valid. This was intended as a pro- | 
tection to the States which framed the compact. 

But the annexation of Texas was consummated by | 
a joint resolution, and thus this security was de- | 
stroyed. 


We are now required to take one more step—to || 


acquire the possession of Mexico by conquest. 
We are bound to pause before we adopt this new 
principle laid down by the President, which would 
carry us on to the extension of our Republic just 
so far as we can find contiguous territory, accord- | 


| ing to the language of the Senator from New || 


York. 


The third proposition was, as to the expediency || 


of the proposed annexation of Mexico, or the 
annexation of any territory beyond the limits we | 
now possess. Fle deprecated any annexation, be- | 
cause it would necessarily bring up the question 
of slavery, as was already proved by the move- | 
ment of the Senator from New York. He referred | 
to the terms of the original compromise, which 
was ratified by Congress, and to which the north- | 
ern States had faithfully adhered. The purchase 
of Louisiana had added to the slave States; and a 
further purchase will be objected to by the free | 
States, on the ground that it will be an inftinge- | 
ment of this compact, to which they are consci- 
entiously opposed. And would it then be said, 
that this would not threaten the existence of our 
own institutions? He saw nothing but evil in the 
prospect of this annexation; nothing to be desired 
in the idea of manifest destiny, linking us forever 
to this dead body. The mass of Mexicans, igno- 
rant, unenlightened, varying in complexion as they 
are, have all the rights of freemen in their present 
condition. Are we ready to give them the same 
rights as a portion of the United States? 

Mr. FOOTE suggested that the four millions of 
Indians in Mexico had not for many years pos- 
sessed just rights. 

Mr. GREENE said, authorities varied on this 
point. He could not look at the possibility of 
annexation without feeling his taste rebel against 
his coming in communion with Mexicans. 

Mr. SEVIER stated, that there were not above 
six thousand negroes in Mexico. ; 

Mr. GREENE wenton toremark, that the hold- 


| adoption of 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| 
| 


1] 
|! 
| 


| 
| 





ing of Mexico involved the necessity of keeping 
up a standing army equal to that required to con- 
quer her. We could not expect to keep quiet 
possession, as in Louisiana. _ 

The last proposition with which he would trouble 
the Senate is, the effect of keeping a standing army 
on our institutions. The army now in Mexico is 
forty-five thousand men, and we were now called 
on to add, in regulars and volunteers, thirty thou- 
sand more. He considered such a force as entirely 
unnecessary forany legitimate object. Itis intended 


be made an issue in the next Presidential contest, 1 to conquer all the residue of Mexico. Looking at 


he would be ready to go for the whole of Mexico. || annexation as likely to grow out of an acquies- 


| 
| 
| 


i 








ofthe direction of such packet or letter being in a handwriting 
different from that of the frank. 


Mr. BADGER asked for its immediate consid- 


| eration. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
resolution, by unanimous consent. 

Mr. BADGER. I desire to make a single re- 
mark by way of showing the necessity for the 
is resolution. As the law at present 
stands, all letters and packages, under the weight 
of two ounces, may be sent and received by mem- 
bers of Congress free of postage. The Post Office 
Department has introduced a proviso into this law, 
providing that members who frank ‘letters and 


|| documents shall also direct them. This is an un- 


warranted interference, It isa proviso not con- 
tained in the law. Itisa serious inconvenience, 
and, in my humble opinion, is a gross indignity to 
members of this body. A gentleman, who is a 
member of the other House, showed me, to-day, 
a package which he had sent to his sister at school. 


'| The frank had been stricken off, and postage 
'| charged, although both the frank and the direction 


| were written by himself, as he tells me, with dif- 


ferent pens. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. The Postmaster General 
has rectified this matter some days since, It will 
do no harm to anybody; but there is no necessit 
for any action. Some days since, I was informed, 


|| letters written for me, and at my request, and on 
| my business, public and private, by a friend and 


constituent who was here, because directed b 
him, though franked by me, were charged with 
postage, and my frank erased. I felt indignant at 
itasan outrage. On inquiry, I found the same 
rule had been adopted as to all members of Con- 
gress. Supposing it was the fault of the city 

ostmaster, or his clerks, I called at the General 
Post Office, to have them instructed properly; and 
the Postmaster General being away, I saw Mr. 
Brown, the First Assistant, and complained of the 
erasure as unlawful. Subsequently, a few days 
ago, the city postmaster informed me that he had 
received instructions to let all franked letters and 
documents pass, whether directed by the person 
franking or not. 

Mr. BADGER. Documents, not letters. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. No, sir—letters and docu- 
ments both. I was particular in my inyuiry, and 
he expressly told me the instructions applied to 
both. 

Mr. BADGER. All that is desired to be at- 
tained by the resolution now presented is, that we 
shall all stand upon the same footing as the Sena- 
tor from Florida. If it has been rectified in regard 
to him, let it be so generally. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I merely rise to state 
that perhaps I have as much reason to complain of 

ost office regulations as any member of this body. 
Phave suffered from them grievously. When I 
was a member of the other House, my constitu- 
ents were, on one occasion, charged six hundred 
dollars for a few speeches which I franked to them. 
It was done in this way: I wrote the frank, and 
got my wife to direct them; I left the city in the 
morning, and, as I was afterwards told, the speeches 
were not sent to the post office until the next day. 
The franks were all erased, and those to whom 
they were sent were cha a dollar and a quarter 
postage on each, amounting to about six hundred 
dollars. Thus this amount was taken from my 
distriet by the assumption of the post office to de- 
grade me by refusing my frank. _The envelopes, 
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a great many of them, were sent back to me to | 


show the abuse that had been practised by the 

ost office. 
nes in Congress, never to frank for others. Du- 
ring the last summer, conceiving that I had a right 
to send and receive all my letters free of postage, 
I franked those which I sent to Louisville; and I 
was afterwards informed that the franks were 
erased and postage charged regularly. Another 
gentleman has told me that he was served in the 
same way. It is a palpable miaconstruction of the 
law; and it is really time that we should take the 
subject under our consideration, and prescribe a 
remedy. 

Mr. CASS. Whatis the purpose of the reso- 
lution? Is itan inquiry whether the law has been 
violated ? 

Mr. BADGER. The object is to change the 
law, and render it more explicit. 

Mr. CASS. Why, the law is clear in itself, is 
it not? 

At the request of several Senators, the resolution 
was again read by the Secretary. 


Mr. CALHOUN. 


our rights. 
Mr. BADGER. I will cheerfully concur in an 
resolution which the honorable Senator from Sout 


I have made it a rule, since | have , 


I really doubt the propriety 
of adopting this resolution. ‘There is no authority, 
as | understand, by which the Postmaster General 
ix authorized to put such a construction as he may 
think proper upon a law of Congress. The reso- 
lution ought to be in the form of an assertion of 


would never despise the great principle of justice 


, agreed to: 


| of 1835 and 1835, between the United States and the Chero- 


| 30th June, 1847; the amount drawn from the treas- 
_ury: and the balances on the Ist July, 1847; which | 


Carolina may think proper to propose in regard to || 


this matter, which will secure to us our rights. 
And I will go further, and express a clear and 
decided condemnation of the practice, on the part 
of any officers of this Government, of not only in- 
terpreting our laws in a way to suit their own 
I would make it 
an offence, punishable in a high degree, upon pros- 
ecution in the courts of the United States, in case 
any postmaster should dare to charge postage upon 
letters that are franked by those who are entitled 


views, but of amending them. 


to the franking privilege. 


Mr. CALHOUN. 


interpretation upon a law of Congress. 


the sense of this body in regard to it. 


Mr. SEVIER. I think that if Senators will 
take the trouble to look at the law, they will find 
that the postmaster has done exactly what the law 
requires; yet lam in favor of the resolution. I 
had my attention called to this subject last year. 
I had occasion to send a letter to Alexandria. 
The postmaster there disregarded my frank; I 
wrote him rather a warm letter; and he came up 
and took the trouble to look out the provisions of 
the law, and the result was, that I apologized for 
If Senators will look 
at the law, I think they will be satisfied that the 
construction given to it is right; and I admit that 
it ought to be modified, for it is impossible for us | 


the trouble I had given him. 


in all cases to direct our documents ourselves. 
Mr. BADGER. 


under a misapprehension. 


of last session. 
Mr. BADGER quoted from the act. 
Mr. NILES. 
orable Senator from Arkansas. 


declaratory act. 


[ submit to the honorable 
Senator whether or not the right exists on tie part 
of any officer of the Government to put his own 
Iam not || 
aware that itis so. I would suggest as the proper 
course to be pursed, to call upon the Postmaster 
General to state upon what principle it is that he | 
gives the construction to the law which he has 
given; and after we have received a reply from 
him, then let a resolution be passed indicative of 


I think that the Senator is 
Analteration has been 
made in regard to the franking privilege by an act 


I concur entirely with the hon- 
My opinion is, 
that the law is correctly construed, and that prob. 
ably it will be right to remove the difficulty which 
the Senator has alluded to by an enactment. If 
the department has given an illiberal construc- 
tion to the law, it may be necessary to pass a 
I know how the law was form- 
erly, as | had the honor to be for a short time in 
thedepartment. ‘The question has never been con- 


| Harrison Chapman and 117 other farmers of Put- 


| titions were presented— 


| resolutions of the Legislature of Michigan, in re- | 


| iron buoys to mark out the channel of the St. Clair river; 
| also, into the expediency of constructing a light-house at | 


| lishing a post-route between Fairfield and Maysville. in the 


| structed to inquire into the expediency of extending the 
| benefit of the bounty-land system to officers of the army 


sidered there as turning upon the circumstances of | 


directing the letters or packages; it has been placed 
on a more substantial foundation; and that is, 
whose act is the sending of the document? If a 
document is sent, and the department is satisfied 
that it cannot be the act of the person whose frank 
it bears, postage is very properly charged. The 
mere fact of getting another individual to do the 
writing, however, does not change the act so far 


were introduced, read, and referred, as follows: 


judicial district in the State of Missouri, and for | 
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as the sending the letter or the document is con- || By Mr. FICKLIN: A bill to cede the 
cerned; it remains the act of the person franking | lands within the limits of the new States , 
it, and has always been so regarded. Lapprehend |, tain conditions. 
that the law is right as it is; but | have no objection || By Mr. WENTWORTH: A bill to gran, 
to inquire whether any amendment may be made, || quantity of land to the State of Illinois for the Der 
though I would not assume that it is wrong. | pose of aiding in opening the navigation of th, 
Mr. FOOTE earnestly deprecated adjudication || Kakakee and Iroquois rivers, so as to connect with 
without investigation. e hoped that the Senate | the Illinois and Michigan canal, which connects 
| the Upper Lakes with the Mississippi river, 
imbodied in the saying—“ strike, but first hear | By Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee: A })j\| to 
me.” increase the pension of Henry Click, of Cocke 
The resolution was then agreed to. county, Tennessee. 


CHEROKEE COMMISSIONERS. NOTICE OF BILLS. 
Mr. BAGBY submitted the following resolution, Notice of motions for leave to introduce bills 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and +) were given as follows: 


By Mr. TWEEDY: A bill to reduce the miyj. 


Publi¢ 
In cer. 


Resolved, Thatthe Secretary of War be requested totrans- | mum price of certain reserved public lands in the 
mit to the Senate the volumes containing the proceedings | 


of Messrs. Eaton and Hubley, commissioners under the treaty || Territory of Wisconsin, and to grant preemption 
_ rights to the settlers thereon. 


Also, a bill for the admission of the State of 
Wisconsin into the Union. 
By Mr. KAUFMAN: A bill authorizing the 
State of Texas to extend her eastern and northerp 
| boundaries, so as to include within the same one- 
| half of Sabine pass, Sabine lake, and Sabine river, 
| up to the thirty-second degree of north latitude: 
and also one-half of Red river, from a point where 
was read and ordered to be printed. || a line drawn due north from said thirty-two de- 


The bill for the relief of John Black, late consul || Brees of north latitude strikes ssid Red river, wes. 


of the United States at the city of Mexico, was ward to the degree of longitude one hundred we 


read the second time and considered as in Com. || om London and twenty-three from Washington. 
mittee of the Whole; and no amendment being By Mr. LEFFLER: A bill to donate to the 


. . > | State of Iowa certain alternate sections of the pub- 
»y it was repo 0 ; -s : 
made, o reported to the Senate, read a third lic lands, to aid in the construction of a railroad 
time, and passed. 


On mation, || from Davenport to the Council Bluffs, on the Mis. 


The Senate adjourned. | souri river. 
THANKS TO MILITARY OFFICERS, 
Mr. CHASE asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to enable him to offer the following 
resolutions : 7 


Resolved, &c., That the thanks of Congress are due, and 
are herchy tendered, to Brigadier General D. E. Twiggs, 
Brevet Major General W. J. Worth, Major General G. J, 
Pillow, and Brigadier General James Shields, and, through 
them, to the officers and soldiers of the regular and volun- 
teer corps under their command, for their gallantry and mil- 
itary skill, displayed at the siege and capture of the city of 
Vera Cruz and the castle of San Juan de Ulua, March, 1847; 
atthe storming of Cerro Gordo, April, 1847; at the desperate 
battles of Contreras, San Antonio, and Churubusco, August, 
1847; and at the sangninary engagements before the city of 
Mexico, September, 1847. 

That the thanks of Congress are hereby tendered to Major 
General R. Patterson, and through him to the officers and 
soldiers under his command, for their gallant bearing at the 
siege of Vera Cruz, and the capture of the castle of San Juan 
de Ulua, and at the victory of Cerro Gordo, in March and 
April, 1847. 

That the thanks of Congress are due, and are hereby ten- 
dered, to Major General John A. Quitman, and through him 
to the officers and men under his command, for their heroisin 
and good conduct at the fall of Vera Cruz ard the strong 
castle of San Juan de Ulua, and at the splendid victories 
achieved by our arms in the valley of Mexico, in August and 
September, 1847. 

That the thanks of Congress are due, and are hereby ten- 
| dered, to Brigadier Generals Franklin Pierce, Persifer F. 
Smith, and George Cadwalader, and through them to the 
officers and men under their command, for the military skill 
and good conduct exhibited by them at the splendid victories 
obtained by our army in the valley and before the city of 
Mexico, in August and September, 1847. : 

Resolved, That these victories, following each other in 
quick succession, and wrung from the enemy under all cir- 
cumstances, create a doubt which to admire the most, the 
skill and gallantry of the commanders or the indomitable 
courage of the soldiers, which prompted this band of heroes 
to press forward into the heart of the enemy’s country, over- 
coming every obstacle, scattering the armies of Mexico like 
chaff before the wind, until the most signal triumphs are 
| erowned by the possession of the far-famed ‘ Halls of the 
| Montezumas.”’ 

Resolved, That the President fs Cuma A — 
’ in Wi || he is hereby, requested to cause to be struck eight 20 ; 
eer aa or Detth's Door, in Wisconsin. || als, with aon emblematical of the series of brilliant vic- 

On motion of Mr. McCLERNAND, | tories achieved by the army, and that one be presented 1 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post || each of the generals named in these resolutions, as 4 test- 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of eatab- || mony of the high sense entertained by Congress of their 
skill and good conduct in the brilliant campaigns of 1847. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
requested to communicate these resolutions to the generals 
specified in the foregoing resolutions, in such terms as be 
may deem best calculated to give effect to the object there- 
of; and that he be requested to cause an order to be issued 
that they be read at the head of the several corps ol the 
army. 


Objection being made, : 

Mr. CHASE moved a suspension of the rules 
to allow him to introduce the resolutions. 

The yeas.and nays were asked and ordered, 
/and being taken, resulted—yeas 110, nays 54, as 
follows: 


} 

| YEAS—Messrs. Barringer, Bedinger, Birdsall, Black, 
| v7 . ar 4 *. , ‘ 
| Bowdon, Bowlin. Boyd, Brodhead, William G. Brow», 


kee nation of Indians. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate | 
a report of the Secretary of War, communicating, 
agreeably to law, a report of the Second Comptrol- 
ler, showing the appropriations, under the direc- 
tion of the department, for the fiscal year ending 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, February 21, 1848. 
The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 


Mr. McCLERNAND introduced a bill to create | 
the office of surveyor general of the public lands in 
the Territory of Oregon, and to grant donation | 
rights to settlers therein, and for other purposes. 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. NELSON presented the remonstrance of | 


nam county, New York, against the passage of | 
any law renewing or extending the patent granted | 
to Jethro Wood for the cast-iron plough. Referred 
to the Committee on Patents. 

Mr. WILSON presented three remonstrances 
of a similar character from citizens of New Hamp- 
shire; which were referred to the Committee on 
Patents. 


PETITIONS. 
The SPEAKER commenced the call of the 
States for petitions, commencing with the Terri- 
tory of Wisconsin, and calling backwards. Pe- 


From Iowa: By Mr. LEFFLER. 
From Illinois: By Mr. TURNER. 
Mr. STUART, of Michigan, presented joint 


lation to the permanent enrolment of the first regi- 
ment of the Michigan volunteers into the service 
of the United States. Referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. WENTWORTH, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce inquire into | 


the expediency of establishing a marine hospital at the city | 
of Chicago; also, as to the expediency of placing wrought 


State of Mlinois. 
Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- | 


who have become such by promotion from the ranks during 
the war. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. | 
Bills, of which previous notice had been given, | 


By Mr. PHELPS: A bill to establishanother | 


other purposes. | 
By Mr. HALL, of Missouri: A bill for the re- | 
lief of the volunteers engaged in the military ser- | 


' vice of the United States. " Charles Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burt, Cathcart, Chast, 
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Cla na Franklin Clark, Beverly L. Clark, Williamson R. W. | 
ont, Collins, Conger, Crisfield, Crozier, Cummins, Daniel, 


Dickinson, Duer, Dunn, Faran, Featherston, Ficklin, Fries, 
French, Fulton, Gaines, Gayle, Goggin, Willard P. Hall, 
Hammons, Haralson Harris, Henley, Hill, Isaac E. Holmes, | 
george S. Houston, John W. Houston, Inge, Charles J. In- 
versoll, Irvin, Iverson, Jackson, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, 
james H. Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, George W. Jones, | 
Kaufman, Kennon, Lahm, La Sére, Sidney Lawrence, | 
Leff r, Ligon, Lord, Maclay, McClelland, McClernand, 
‘icDowell, McKay. Mann, Meade, Miller, Morris, Morse, 
Malin, Newall, Outlaw, Peaslee, Peck, Petrie, Peyton, 
poelps, Pillsbury, Pollock, Putnam, Reynolds, Richardson, 
gichey, Robinson, Rockhill, Rumsey, Sawyer, Sherrill, 
gms, Robert Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, Stephens, 
Charles E. Stuart, Thomas, James Thompson, Robert A. 
rhompson, William Thompson, | Thurston, Turner, Vena- 
sie, Warren, Wentworth, Williams, Wiley, and Wood- 


vard—110. 
wv AYS— Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Green Adams, 
ashmun, Brady, Buckner, Butler, Cabell, Chapman, Cocke, 


franston, Crowell, Dickey, Dixon, Daniel Duncan, Edwards, i 
Nathan Evaus, Fisher, Giddings, Gregory, Grinnell, Hale, || 


Vothan K. Hall, Henry, Hilliard, Etias B. Holmes, Hubbard, | 


| tions some days ago. 


| of the Military Committee probably he should not 


object to the reference; but he preferred a vote at | 


once, and he should give his vote for the resolu- 
tions. There was no necessity for the reference, 


| and he hoped the House would come to a direct 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Hudson, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Kellogg, Daniel P. King, Wil- || 
jam T. Lawrence, Lincoln, Mcilvaine, Marsh, Morehead, || 


\elson, Nes, Pendleton, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rock- | 


well, Root, Schenck, Shepperd, Slingetland, Caleb B. 
smith, Truman Smith, Strohm, Tallinadge, ‘Taylor, Rich- 
ard W. Thompson, Toombs, Van Dyke, White, and Wil- 


Two-thirds voting in the affirmative, the rules | 


were suspended, and the joint resolutions were || 


| 

son—o4. i} 
i] 
it 
\| 
| 


received and read the first time. 

Mr. COCKE gave notice of his intention to de- 
bate the resolutions, and inquired if they would 
not lie over under the rule? 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative. 

Mr. COCKE moved that the resolutions be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The SPEAKER remarked, that that motion was 
not now in order, nor would be until they had been 
read a second time. If they were now objected 
to, the proper motion would be that they be now 
rejected. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware, moved that they 
be rejected. He made this motion because these 
officers had already been thanked by a vote of this 
House, and not because he was unwilling to give 
them thanks for their services. 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be on the 
rejection of the resolutions. 

Mr. STEPHENS hoped that the motion to re- 
ject the resolutions would not be persisted in. The 
gentleman from Delaware had stated that he had 
no objection to thank the officers named in the 
resolutions, and therefore he hoped they would be 
allowed to take the course suggested by the gen- 
tleman from ‘Tennessee, [Mr. Cocke,] and be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. He 
desired to see the resolutions put in a proper form, 
and he should be ready to vote for them at any 
ume, 

Mr. HOUSTON withdrew his motion. 

The resolutions were then read a first and sec- 
ond time; and 

Mr. COCKE moved that they be referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. HARALSON desired permission to say a 
few words in regard to this motion. As a mem- 
ber of the Committee on Military Affairs, perhaps 
he should not now give expression to any opin- 
ion. His position was a peculiar one, and, consid- 
ering his position, he ought not perhaps to object 
to the reference proposed; but he could not see the 
necessity for such a motion. The resolutions 
barely expressed the thanks of Congress to officers 
of our army; and why should they go to a com- 
mittee when other resolutions of a like character 
had not been so referred? If the House was prepared 
‘0 vote on the subject, and he did not doubt the 
Sincerity of gentlemen when they said they were 
ready to give a vote of thanks to our officers for 
their gallantry in fighting the battles of the coun- 
tty, why should the vote be delayed? Why not 
give the vote at once? Wh should they resort to 
a tardy movement, which the reference to the mil- 
lary or any other committee would be? He re- 
peated, that it was a bare expression of thanks. 

id gentlemen approve or disapprove of it? If 
they approved, why not vote now? If they dis- 

approved, let it be declared, and let not the resolu- 
tions be entombed by a reference to a standing 
committee of this House. He knew not the course 
gentlemen meant to pursue, but he again appealed 
to them to vote at once directly on these resolu- 
tions. If the House approved of them, let the vote 
of thanks be given promptly to those officers. Let 
8 expression of thanks be as unhesitating as it 
was in both Houses of Congress on other resolu- 
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vote upon them. 
Mr. CHASE moved the previous question. 


Mr. HALL, of Missouri, desired the gentleman | 


from Tennessee to withdraw that motion to give 


| him the opportunity to submit an amendment. 
Mr. CHASE could not comply with the gentle- | 


man’s request. 

Mr. COCKE inquired whether, if the previous 
question was sustained, it would not cut off his 
motion to refer? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. COCKE said he hoped the House would 
not sustain the call. 

Tellers were called for on seconding the demand 
for the previous question, and Messrs. Tupo- 
pEaux and Brown, of Mississippi, were appoint- 
ed, and they reported 77 in the affirmative, and 71 
in the negative; so there was a second. 

Mr. STEPHENS called for the yeas and nays 
on the question, ‘* Shall the main question be now 
put?’ and they were ordered; and, on being taken, 
were: 98 yeas and 86 nays, as follows: 


YEAS—Messers. Bedinger, Bingham, Birdsall, Black, Bow- 
don, Bowlin, Boyd? Brodhead, William G. Brown, Charles 


| Brown, Albert G. Brown, Catheart, Chase, Clapp, Franklin 
Clark, Beverly L. Clark, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Collins, 
Cummins, Daniel, Dickey, Dickinson, Edsall, Faran, Feath- | 


erston, Ficklin, Fries, French, Fulton, Hammons, Haralson, 
Harmanson, Harris, Henley, Hill, George 8. Houston, Inge, 
Charles J. Ingersoll, Irvin, Iverson, Jackson, Jenkins, 
Andrew Johnson, James H. Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, 
George W. Jones, Kaufman, Kennon, Lahm, La Sére, 
Sidney Lawrence, Leffler, Levin, Ligon, Lord, Lumpkin, 
Maclay, McClelland, MecClernand, McDowell, McKay, 
McLane, Mann, Meade, Miller, Morris, Morse, Murphy, 
Peaslee, Peck, Petrie, Peyton, Phelps, Pillsbury, Pollock, 
Rhett, Richardson, Richey, Robinson, Rockhill, Sawyer, 
Sims, Robert Smith, Starkweather, Stanton, Charles E. 


Stnart, Thomas, James Thompson, Robert A. Thompson, |} 


William Thompson, Thurston, Turner, Venable, Wick, 
Williams, Wiley, and Woodward—97. 

NAYS—Messrs. John Q. Adams, Green Adams, Ashmun, 
Barringer, Blanchard, Brady, Buckner, Burt, Buler, Cabell, 


Chapman, Clingman, Cocke, Conger, Cranston, Crisfield, | 


Crowell, Crozier, Dixon, Duer, Daniel Duncan, Garnett 
Dunean, Dunn, Eckert, Edwards, Embree, Nathan Evans, 
Fisher, Gaines, Gayle, Giddings, Goggin, Gott, Gregory, 
Grinnell, Hale, Nathan K. Hall, James G. Hampton, Moses 


Hampton, Henrv, Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, John W. Hous- | 


ton, Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, John W. 
Jones, Kellogg, William T. Lawrence, Lincoln, Mclivaine, 


Marsh, Marvin, Morehead, Mullin, Nelson, Nes, Outlaw, | 


Palfrey, Putnam, Reynolds, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rock- 
well, Roman, Root, Rumsey, St. John, Shepperd, Sherrill, 
Slingerland, Caleb B. Smith, Truman Smith, Stephens, 
Strohm, Tallmadge, Thibodeaux, Tavior, R. W. Thompson, 
John B. Thompson, Toombs, Van Dyke, Vinton, Warren, 
White, and Wilson—86. 


So the main question was ordered to be now | 


ut. 
' The SPEAKER stated the question to be on en- 


grossing the resolutions for a third reading. 
The Clerk, at the request of several gentlemen, 
rain read the resolutions for their information. 
The SPEAKER then rose to put the question, 
but he was interrupted by— 
Mr. HUNT, who desired him to stop, and by 


several gentlemen, who sprang from their seats || did know one thing: 
to the assistance of the venerable Jonn Quincy 
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He had no hesitation in || 
| Saying what his course would be, and asa member || 
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Mr. HANNEGAN said that the bill did not 
originate in the committee this year, and in the 
| peculiar circumstances of the case, was passed 
without reference, having passed both Houses 
last session, and failed to become a law in conse- 
— of being accidentally lost in the lobby on 
the way to the President for his signature. Owing 
to the courtesy, not to say a sense of justice of the 
Senate, it was passed this session without being 
subjected to the usual form of reference to a com- 
mittee. The claim itself had undergone a strict 
investigation on these occasions. Twice had it 
been the subject of a favorable report, and it had 
again passed the House by a large vote in its favor. 
The amendments were entirely immaterial, being 
merely verbal. There was only one that had any 
, substance, and that made an exception against the 
heirs of Captain Landais, who have received their 
share of the original claim. He hoped that the 
Senator from Massachusetts would withdraw his 
motion, in order that he might be enabled to move 
the concurrence of the Senate in the amen@menta 
of the House. 

Mr. DAVIS was quite aware that this bill had 
| received the action of the Senate in the form in 
| which it passed at the last session. Still he was 

not able to understand the bearing of the amend- 
\ ments which had been read. He could not deter- 
| mine, without some examination, whether they 
/ were important or not; therefore, without enter- 
| taining any hostile feeling to the bill, or any desire 
|| to delay its final passage, he believed that it had 

better be examined by a committee; at least, that 
| was his impression, although, if the Senate thought 
| otherwise, he should not insist on his motion. 
Mr..HANNEGAN then rose, but yielded to 
Mr. BENTON, who inquired if the motion was 
| withdrawn? 
| Mr. DAVIS replied in the negative, and added, 
|| that it would not be, unless the general sense of 
|| the Senate opposed it. 
|| Mr. BENTON then said that it would not be 
withdrawn by the unanimous sense of the Senate, 
|| for he would object to the withdrawal of the mo- 
| tion. This was a case seventy years old—ap- 
proaching very close to that—and within the last 
two or three sessions had had at least a rapid pas- 
| sage through the two Houses. Now he was told 
|| by old Senators, when he came there, that he 
| should distrust anything that went rapidly and 
unanimously; and their philosophical reasoning 
|| was, that the human mind was so various in its 
' conclusions, that if any case was fully stated and 
presented in all its bearings, there would be differ- 
ence of opinion in regard to it, and that, therefore, 
|| when a case passed rapidly through a legislative 

body, the presumption was that it had not been 
|| fully stated and ee examined. He was 
| not in his seat when this bill was called up and 
passed through the Senate, without the observance 
|| of the usual forms. Had he been in his place 
| upon that occasion, he should have moved that it 
| be subjected to all those forms which the wisdom 
| of legislators had provided for the protection of 
| the public interests, and for ensuring sound and 
| wholesome legislation. Now, with respect to the 
| merits of this claim, he knew nothing. But he 
that our ancestors, the men 
He doubted 


ee 


} 


4 


} 








of the Revolution, were just men. 


Apams, who was observed to be sinking from his |, neither their justice nor their patriotism. They 


seat in what appeared to be the agonies of death. 
Mr. Apams was immediately borne to the Rotundo | 
for the benefit of purer air, and afterwards to the | of the earth—rare 


were also wise men. The men of the Revolution 
constituted a body of men rarely seen on the face 
ly equalled in the justice, wisdom, 


Speaker’s room, assiduously attended by many || and moderation of all their doings. They who 


j 


members of the House; and the House hastily || lived during the Revolution, and were cognizant 


adjourned. 
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| of all the: occurred during that period, soon after 
| that event—each State within itself, and the Gen- 
eral Government by assuming an amount perhaps 
| exceeding all just demands against it—settled every 
| just claim upon them, and they settled precisely 


A message was received from the House of || as every man settles who is«just, and at the same 


Representatives, by Mr. Campsext, their Clerk, 


announcing that the House of Representatives had 


passed the bill of the Senate entitled *‘ An act for || notes. 


the relief of the heirs of John Paul Jones,” with 


amendments, in which they request the concur- | his reading led 


rence of the Senate. 


‘time, poor. They settled all accounts against 
them, and, if they could not pay, they gave their 
Certificates were given in every case in 
| which they thought that anything Was due; and 

him to say, that in the general 
_assumpsit which took place about the year 94, an 





The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- | amount over and above what was due was assumed 
ments made by the House of Representatives to || and allowed for the purpose of covering everything 
the bill for the relief of the heirs of John Paul || which —— even, not to speak of justice, 


Jones. ‘ 
The amendment having been read— 


| deman That was his understanding of the 
| closing up of the affairs of the Revolution, and 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, moved that the || with that understanding, he looked with extreme 


bill be referred to the committee. 


‘| suspicion upon any claim that was now presented. 
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In the first place, such a claim was nothing less 
than an impeachment of the integrity of the men 
of that day; if not of their integrity, at all events, 
of their knowledge of their own transactions; and 
assumed that they of the third generation knew | 
the transactions of their grandfathers better than 
they did at the time when these transactions took 
lace! He asked what would become of Senators, | 
if, at the end of sixty or seventy years, their chil- | 
dren should be called upon to pay any demand 
which might be then brought up against their an- 
cestors? How would Senators meet a claim pre- 
sented against them for transactions sixty or sev- 
enty years ago, on the part of their grandfathers ? 
‘There must be some end to this business. Every 
generation was charged with the management of 
its own business, He did not say that they should 
have exactly a statute of limitation, but he said 
that that principle must go into the affairs of the | 
whole community, otherwise nothing public or 
private, nothing between man and man, or nation 
and nation, could ever be regarded ag settled. It 
was a just principle that they who lived at the 
time, and were cognizant of the transaction, were | 
the proper persons to settle the case. There was 
great danger in posterity attempting to open trans- 
actions which had been passed upon by preceding 
generations. He hoped that the bill would be re- 
ferred and examined, and that it would be subjected 
to every form which the wisdom of legislators had 
devised for the purpose of protecting the public inte- 
rests and securing sound and wholesome legislation. 

Mr. HANNEGAN desired to inquire, before 
replying to the Senator from Missouri, whether it 
required the unanimous consent of the Senate, or 
simply a majority, in order to obtain a considera- 
tion of the amendments without reference? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. A majority is 
sufficient. 

Mr. HANNEGAN then proceeded to say, that | 
the opposition of the Senator from Missouri to | 
this bill appeared to rest on a very singular found- 
ation; for he had assigned no reason for the oppo- 
sition, except the age of the claim, telling the Senate 
that he distrusted any claim which presented itself, 
if it happened to be sixty or seventy years old. 
The Senator had remarked that the men of the 
Revolution were eminently wise and eminently 
just, and that they took care to protect every good 
claim against the Government of that time, by the 
issue of certificates. Well, no one valued more 
highly the character of our revolutionary fathers 
than he himself; no one cherished greater vener- 
ation for their memory; no one rendered more 
willing homage to their justice and sagacity. But 
it was to be presumed that the history of the coun- 
try was insclligible to those who read it, and, as 
he had stated, committees of both branches of 
Congress had examined the history so far as it 
related to this claim, and had pronounced the claim 
to be just. ‘That body had unanimously pronounced 
it just. Two committees of that body, after a | 
most thorough investigation, had pronounced it 
just. The bill had twice passed the Senate, without | 
a division. It had passed the House of Repre- || 
sentatives three times, by an almost overwhelming 
vote. The closest vote yet given on the bill had 
been that of Friday last in the House, and on that 
occasion, according to the report in the papers, 
there was a majority in its favor of twenty-two, 
after the most strenuous exertions against it. It 
was the singular history of the bill at the last 
session which alone exempted it from the usudl 
forms on its introduction at the commencement of 
the present session. A sense of justice and of pro- 
priety, a sense of honor and of honesty, induced 
the Senate, by a unanimous vote, during the first 
week of. the session, to exempt this bill from those 
ordinary forms of legislation, which he would be 
the last man to undervalue, or lightly disregard. 
In point of fact, the ill was a law, if ever there 
was a law in the eye of God, and an upright tribu- 
nal on earth; and hence it was, that the Senate did 
unanimously place it in the same position in which | 
it was at the'close of the last session of Congress. | 
It then wanted only the last form prescribed by | 
the Constitution, the signature of the President, 
to become technically, as it was substantially, the 
law of the land. It was lost on its way from the 
desk of the Secretary to the chamber in the Capitol, 
in which the President was engaged in attaching 
his signature to the bill which had been passed by 
Congress. If ever any claim had been subjected 
to the rigorous examination and scrutiny of Con- 


/ on which it was introduced. 


He held in his hand the re 


_ lution to this day, unsettled. 
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gress, this was that claim; and if ever the prose- | 


cution of a claim resulted in unhappy consequences | 
to the individual concerned, it was in this case. |) 


He had no doubt that the fate of the bill brought || 


to an untimely grave one of the most accomplished | 


and estimable gentlemen that he had ever met with |, 
That unfortunate || 
man had set his heart upon the fulfilment of his || 


in the whole course of his life. 


cherished hopes of justice, which he sought at the | 
hands of Congress. There the last stay of his | 
fortunes was fixed; to that he had devoted all his 
energies, all his time, all his means. After two 
years of indomitable labor on his part, and at the | 
very moment that the cup approached his lips, the | 
rude hand of fate dashed it in atoms to the earth! | 
The shock was too much for him, and he sank 
into the grave, leaving a helpless family. Such 


seen proper to avoid the ordinary rules of legisla- 
tion, and give the bill a direct passage on the day 


As to the merits of the claim, what were they? 
rt of the committee, 
which was on the files of both Houses. It gave 
compensation, indemnity for prizes captured by 
the renowned naval hero—the world-famous Paul 
Jones—captured by him from the British Gov- 
ernment in the war of the Revolution; and under 
the direction of Dr. Franklin, then our commis- 
sioner in France, these prizes were carried to the 
port of Bergen, in Norway, under the dominion 
of Denmark. Denmark, in violation of the law of | 


nations, on the demand of England, yielded up |) 


those prizes to that Power, and made herself justly 
amenable to the captors for the amount of prize- 
money. Dr. Franklin himself assessed the value 
of the captured vessels, and that valuation was 
now before them. It was admitted, and was all 
that was asked, neither more nor less, without a 
cent of interest. The Government of the United 
States took the matter in hand, and faltered and 
trifled with it, as it was in the habit of doing in 
case of claims against foreign Governments, thus 
depriving the individual claimants of the means of 
rosecuting their claims. Indeed, the cowardly 
‘renchman who betrayed Jones in the most famous 
of his actions, long since received his share of the 








prize-money, but the descendants of the true hero, || 


till this day had not received a solitary cent. This | 
bill proposed to give to the heirs that which Paul | 
Jones was himself entitled to seventy years ago, 
without one cent of interest. He trusted that the 
Senate would, without hesitation, notwithstand- 
ing the objection urged with respect to the age of | 





the claim, concur in tht amendment, and at once 
pass the bill. 


Mr. CAMERON remarked that he was a mem- 








the Senators from Indiana and Pennsylvania hog 
both mistaken the true point at issue with regard 
to this bill. He did not understand that the merits 
of the claim of the heirs of Paul Jones were a; all 
involved in the proposition submitted by the Sep. 
ator from Massachusetts. The distinct and simp|. 
question before the Senate was, whether that Was 


| a deliberative body or not, and whether the usya! 


forms of legislation were to be adhered to or jy 
overthrown and lost sight of. He did not under. 
stand the gentleman from Massachusetts to be op. 
posed to the bill on its merits; on the contrary 
that Senator had distinctly stated that he did yo; 
at present inquire into the merits of the bill. By, 


_ it must be obvious, he contended, to all who haye 


' | at all observed the transaction of business in tha, 
were the circumstances in which the Senate had || 


body, whether with regard to old or new clains, 
that they were falling into a very loose, careless, 


| and, in his humble conception, improper practice, 


_ Although both of his friends on his right [Mr, 
| Hanneean and Mr. Cameron] belonged to the 
| junior members of the body in point of years, yet 
|1t was supposed that Senators were of that ad. 
vanced age which ensured deliberation before they 
| came there; and now, what was the argument ad. 
| vanced? Why, that because this bill had slept for 
| three quarters of a century, and because it passed 
_ at the very last hour of the last session, therefore i: 
| was to be taken up post-haste, and carried through 
| the body. If the bill possessed one iota of the 
| merit attributed to it by both his friends on his 
_right—and he did not question that it did—where 
| was the danger of subjecting it to the usual ordeal 
of legislation? He did not, as he had said, at all 
/enter into the merits of the bill; he took it for 
| granted that its passage was prima facie evidence 
that the claim was a good one; but he maintained 
| the principle that the character of the body asa 
| deliberative assembly required that every measure, 
especially one which had lain for threescore years 
and ten, should be subjected to the ordinary forms 
of legislation. : 

Mr. HANNEGAN. It has been knocking at 
| the doors of Congress since 1803. 
| Mr. BAGBY. No doubt; but he would rather 
| have this or any other claim lie over till next ses- 
| sion, than the established forms of this body 
| should be disregarded from day today. He in- 
| sisted on the strict adherence to the usual forms of 
legislation in this as in all other cases. 
Mr. MANGUM remarked, that the only difi- 
| culty which he perceived in this case arose out of 
| the fact that the bill at this session was not reported 
| by a committee at all; for if it had been reported, 
| he had no doubt it would have passed that Cham- 
ber, and that then, having also passed the House 





ber of the committee to whom the case had been |; of Representatives with amendments, it would, on 


formerly referred, and he had satisfied himself 
that the claim was just. The Senate was also sat- 
isfied of its justice, and passed the bill by an almost 
unanimous vote. In his opinion, the only objec- 
tion advanced against the bill which was presented 


by the Senator from Missouri furnished the strong- || committee. 


est argument in its favor. If justice had been de- 
layed in this case for a period of seventy years, 


its return, in case the amendments should have been 
regarded as immaterial by its friends, have been at 
once passed upon by the Senate. Not having been 
reported, however, a little more strength was given 
to the proposition that it should be referred toa 
Yet, what was to be gained by a ref- 
erence? The only question now remaining was on 
the amendments of the House, which did not open 


that was surely one of the most powerful reasons || the merits of the bill—not at all—and those who 
why justice should be promptly rendered now. || had charge of it had represented that the amend- 


There was not a gentleman present, there was 
scarcely a man in the country, who did not know 
of some case, standing from the time of the Revo- 
It was true that the 
men of the Revolution were just—no body of men 
that ever existed were more so; but they were 
poor; they were not only too poor to be generous, 
but to pay their debts. The debts of the Revolu- 
tion were left to be discharged when the country 
would be able to liquidate them. He himself knew 
of thousands of dollars worth of the continental 
money which lay locked up in old chests in his | 
own State which had never been liquidated. The | 
{ 





country made a compromise, but he believed now, 


_as he had always believed, that it was discredita- 


ble to them. But the strong argument in favor of | 
this bill was, that it had passed through all the 
forms of legislation, and accidentally failed to re- 


‘ceive the signature of the President, and thereby 
| become a law. It passed after a full investigation. | 


If the Senate refused to pass it now, it placed the 
bill within the reach of accident again. He could 
not believe—he did not know—till that moment 
that any one would have looked at this as anythin 

more than a matter of form. He hoped the bill 


| would be passed immediately. 


ments were merely verbal, except one which was 
not of much importance, and even if it were con- 
curred in, and it should turn out that injustice had 
| been done to any branch of the family, redress was 
_ easily to be obtained by an application to Congress. 
| He hesoer that this case had undergone a very 
| thorough examination on its merits, not in that 
| Chamber, but by a committee who sat upon it week 
after week and week after week. [t was well known 
to honorable Senators, that it was utterly impossi- 
ble for any member of this or any other legislative 
| body to become intimately acquainted with the 
merits of such cases from personal examination. 

It'was necessary that they should trust to their 
| organs, the committees. In this case, the commit- 
tee had repeatedly examined the case, and reported 
‘favorably. He believed that the Senate would 
| stultify itself in the eyes of the country if, after ® 
' solemn adjudication, it should: refer the bill again 
| to a committee, where its merits would not be at 
| all open, and the amendments were admitted to be 
quite immaterial. Even if it were possible that 
under the influence of feeling they might go a little 
further than strict justice, yet the consideration that 
this was a just claim, which had lain unsettled for 
more than haifa century, ought to be allowed some 
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Besides, their means were now abundant, 


weight. 


for he understood that the war with Mexico had | 


He hoped, then, that there would be no 


ceased. 


unwillingness to do full justice to the claims of the || 


jescendants of one who not only rendered import- 
ant service in the revolutionary struggle, but, by 
his great achievements, had added to the renown 
of the American name. 

Mr. BADGER said he had voted for the passage 
of the bill at the last session, and had voted fora 
similar bill this session. But he could not consent 
that it should be passed immediately, in conse- 
quence of the statements made by the honorable 
Senator from Indiana, as he thought it proper now 
io refer it to the committee. Had the question on 
soneurrence been presented, he would have at once 
yoted in favor of the bill; but he felt that there was 
a necessity of referring the subject to the com- 
mittee, if any Senator desired the reference. He 
lieved that his honorable colleague was quite 
correct that the merits of the case were not involv- 
ed; yet that did not furnish any reason why the 
reference Should not be made. The long session 
was before them, and he could not see why the 
ordinary course should be resisted when it was 
demanded. He hoped that his friend from Indiana 
would yield and allow the reference. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, wished to as- 
sure the Senate that nothing was more opposed to 
his view than any purpose of unnecessary delay. 
He had no desire to interpose the slightest obstacle 
to the passage of the bill, and yet, as he was some- 
what responsible for the motion to refer, he wish- 
ed to say a word in reference to his purpose in 
making the motion. The business was in such 
confusion at the close of last session, that the bill 
had fallen under the table and was there lost. 

Mr. HANNEGAN begged to inform the Senator 
that the bill had long previously passed the Senate. 

Mr. DAVIS said he knew that, and that it had 
been brought to receive the signature of the Vice 
President. 

Mr. HANNEGAN stated that it did receive that 
oficer’s signature, and that it was on the way to 
the Executive chamber that it was lost. 

Mr. DAVIS. The bill did not become a law. 
Now, he did not complain of the rapidity with 
which the bill passed; all that he wished was to 
secure proper examination of the amendments 
which it had now received in the House. The 
object in organizing the committee was to secure 
deliberation. The remark made by the honorable 
Senator from North Carolina [Mr. Manevum] 
showed the necessity of deliberate examination. 
That gentleman had said, that if injustice was done 
by any of the amendments, redress could be ob- 
tained on application to Congress. Now, it was to 
supercede the necessity of any such subsequent 
legislation that he wished it referred to the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. BENTON observed, that all he had to say 
was, that with regard to this claim, which had been 
represented as long pending, as a *‘ continual’’claim, 
he knew nothing whatsoever. He did not know 
that it had passed and been lost accidentally, till 
after the close of last session, All that might have 
been owing to his not attending to the business of 
the Senate, but such was the fact. Now, he would 
go further and say, that he never knew what the 
bill was for, nor whatit was about—he knew noth- 
ing of the foundation of the claim uil yesterday, 
when his attention was drawn to it by a speech of 
a member of the House, [Mr. StankweaTuHer,] 
which that gentleman had sent to him, and which 
he had read, as he read all the speeches of that gen- 
eman, with attention. It was thus that he had be- 
come acquainted with the nature of the claim, and 
he made this statement merely for the purpose of 
excluding himself from the supposition that he had 
given this bill proper consideration when it was 
before the Senate. ‘The application at present was, 
‘o give the bill a reference to the proper committee, 
and that perhaps would afford him an opportunity 
of requesting that committee to inquire whether 
Paul Jones had any heirs. It had been his cus- 
tom from his childhood to read everything relating 
to the Revolution, and he thought he knew some- 
thing about the men of the Revolution. Every- 
thing connected with these men was worthy of 
careful examination. Yet he did not know that 
Paul Jones had any heirs. Perhaps the committee 
would find thatout. He hoped that the reference 
would be made. 


Mr. HANNEGAN said he would not detain 





j 


| the Senate by making any observations, and would 


| had no heirs. The report had an entirely differ- 


| In the present instance. 
| ments, and added, that it would be seen that they 


| had once passed the Senate unanimously. 


|a matter of courtesy to the Senator from Indi- 
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merely read the amendments, contenting himself 
with a single remark in reply to the allusion of the 
Senator from Missouri to the fact, that Paul Jones 


| 
ent statement, and he believed that, according to 
the laws of descent, a man could have heirs, and 
direct heirs, without having had children. The 
children of his brothers and sisters were his heirs. 
The grandchildren of his brothers and sisters were 
his heirs in the eye of the law. That was the case 
He then read the amend- 


| 
| 
i 


~— as he had represented them, entirely imma- 
terial. 

Mr. BRADBURY remarked that the Senator 
from Indiana had alluded to the fact that this bill 
He 
was himself present on that day early in the ses- 
sion, on which the bill was passed without being 
subjected to the usual forms, and had supposed 
that the case was one so clear, so well settled, one 
about which there could be no doubt, that as 
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ana, he had readily yielded to his request, and 
voted for its immediate passage. Since thatetime 
he had had occasion to look into the case, and he 
confessed that he was unable again to vote in favor 
of the bill on its merits out of courtesy to any 
Senator. The Senator from Indiana had on the || 
present occasion alluded to one fact to which he 
wished to call the attention of the Senate. That 
Senator had gone into the merits of the bill, and 
alleged that the United States Government had 
deprived the claimants of the means of prosecuting 
their claims against a foreign government. The 
Senator then placed that claim on the ground that 
the United States Government had interposed be- 
tween the claimant and the foreign government, 
and had itself assumed the claim. In looking into 
the facts of the case, he found that the treaty with 
Denmark did not exactly warrant that conclusion; 
and he hoped that the reference would be made, in 
order that an rk Senta might be offered of in- 
vestigating the matter. If the claim were just, he 
would be very happy to vote in favor of the bill. 
If it were not just, he could not conscientiously 
vote for it; and in these circumstances he wished || 
that the bill might be subjected to the usual forms 
of legislation, in order that it might be acted on || 
with coolness and deliberation. 

Mr. CASS said he hoped the bill would be 

sed over informally, in order that the special 

order might be taken up. 

Severar Senarers. ‘* Question.”’ 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
refer the bill to the committee, and it was agreed 
to—Ayes 25. 








| room, and, in the opinion of his medical advisers, 
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was rapidly sinking. 

Mr. BURT moved that the House do now ad- 
journ. 

Mr. GIDDINGS suggested that the Journal of 
yesterday should state the cause of its early ad- 
journment. 

The SPEAKER acquiesced, and directed the 
Clerk to record the melancholy circumstance. 

The House then adjourned. 





PETITIONS, &c. 


The following petitions were presented and re- 
ferred : 


By Mr. TURNER: The petition of H. Wells and others, 
praying for an act to authorize the citizens of Rock Island 
to select 160 acres of land, for school purposes in lieu of six- 
teenth section. Also, the petition of H. Whitney and others, 
praying for a mail route trom La Salle to Lee Centre and 
Daysville, in the State of Iilinois. 

By Mr. THURSTON : ‘The remonstrance of Benjamin G. 
Teal and one hundred others, against the renewal of the 
patent to the heirs of Jethro Wood. 

By Mr. A. JOHNSON : The papers of Jonathan Naff, Ed- 
ward Taylor, and Cornelius Hughes, all applicants to be 
placed on the roll of invalid pensioners. Also, the papers of 
Thomas Richard, an applicant to be placed on the rol of 
revolutionary pensioners. 

By Mr. GAINES : The petition of W. H. Scott, for indem- 
nity for lozs sustained by the failure and refusal of the Post- 
master General to give him a mail contract according to 
agreement. 

By Mr. GREEN ADAMS: The petition of Jarvis Jackson, 
praying to be relieved from the payment of a judgment ob- 
tained against bim as the security of Calvin Carter, late 
postmaster at London, Kentucky. 

By Mr. HUNT: The petition of W. 8. Rossiter, James 
Brown, jr., and other citizens of New York, for the admis- 
sion of Canadian produce free of duty. Also, a petition of the 
same purport from Horace White and other citizens of Sy- 

racuse, New York. 

By Mr. HOLMES, of New York: The remonstrance of 
N. Stearns and fifty-three others, of Monroe county, New 
York, against extending the patent of Jethro Wood. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: A petition for a mail route from 
Juliet, via Jackson creek, Reed’s Grove, Wilmington, Rock 
creek, Builbonia, Mount Langum, Middleport, and Milford, 
Illinois, to Lafayette, in Indiana. Also, the petition of citi- 
zens of McLean county, fer a change in the present system 
of newspaper postage. Also, the proceedings of a public 
meeting held at Buffalo, New York, by the owners and mas 
ters of vessels. 





IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, February 22, 1848. 


The Journal having been read— 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, rose and said, 
that he was informed the House of Representa- 
tives had met and instantly adjourned, in conse- 
quence of the continued and dangerous illness of 
Mr. Apams, who still lay within these walls in a 
very perilous condition. Mr. Apams, he said, had 
attained to a great age, and had been eminently 
distinguished among the illustrious men of the 





ILLNESS OF JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 

Mr. BENTON rose, and with great feeling, said: 
I am called on to make a painful announcement to 
the Senate. I have just been informed that the 
House of Representatives has this instant adjourn- 
ed under the most afflictive circumstances. A 
calamitous visitation has fallen on one of its oldest 
and most valuable members—one who has been 
President of the United States, and whose charac- 
ter has inspired the highest respect and esteem. 
Mr. Apams has just sunk down in his chair, and 
has been carried into an adjoining room, and may 
be at this moment passing from the earth, under the 
roof that covers us, and almost in our presence. 
In these circumstances the whole Senate will feel 
alike, and feel wholly unable to attend to any busi- 
ness. I therefore move the immediate adjourn- 
ment of the Senate. 

The motion was unanimously agreed to; and 

The Senate adjourned. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvuespay, February 22, 1848. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, the usual hour, 
and it was marked with deep solemnity and sad- 
ness. The Rev. H. Siicer, the Congressional 


country; and he hoped, under the circumstances 
which existed, the motion he was about to make 
would meet with the approbation of the Senate. 
It seemed to him that the anxieties of the moment, 
as well as veneration for one who has so long been 
an important co-laborer in our councils, in a meas- 
ure unfitted us for deliberation. 
' Mr. D. then moved that the Senate do now ad- 
journ. 

The question being put, it was decided in the 
affirmative, nemine dissentiente; and 


The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespar, February 23, 1848. 


After an appropriate prayer by the Rev. Mr. 
Suicer, the Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. ; 4 

he House then, on motion of Mr. BARRIN- 
GER, adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Wepwespayr, February 23, 1848. 


Before the Journal had been read— 
A message was received from the President of 


Chaplain, performed the duty of his office with || the United States eenas teat he had approved 


unusual impressiveness, and tenderly and delicate- 
ly alluded to the venerable sage who lay in an 
adjoining room, unconscious of all earthly concerns, 
on the v of eternity. 

The SPEAKER then rose and said, he deemed 
it proper to state to the House from the chair that 
his venerable colleague, Joun Quincy Apams, was 
still in a state of unconsciousness in the Speaker’s 


and signed several enrolled bills, and transmitting 
a message in writing. The message was of an 
Executivé character. . : 
Mr. ALLEN rose to present some resolutions. 
Mr. SEVIER. Let the Journal be first read. 
The Journal was then read. 
Mr. SEVIER moved that thé Senate proceed 
to the consideration of Executive business. 
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Mr. ALLEN said he wished now to be permit: | 
ted to submit his resoluuons. 

Mr. SEVIER. If the resolutions will not lead | 
to discussion, | will withdraw my proposition, for 
the purpose of allowing them to be submitted. 

r. ALLEN. There will be no discussion. 

Mr. ALLEN then submitted the following: 

* Resolwed, Tit the President be requested to inform the 
Senate whether the active operations of the army of the 
United States in Mexico have been and now are suspended | 
by an armistice, aad if so, by Whose agency and in virtue or 
what authority such armistice has been effected. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct- 
ed to inquire and to report to the Senate, by bill or otherwise, | 
whether, in addition to the following act, to wit: “Anactfor | 
the punishment of certain criunes Lieremn specified. Be u 
enucted, ¥c., That it any person, being a citizen of the Uni- 
ted States, whether he be actually resident or abiding within 
the United States or in any foreign country, shall, without the 
permission or authority of the Government of the United 
States, directly or indirectly, commence or carry On any ver- 
bal or written correspondence or intercourse with any foreign 
government, or any officer or agent thereof, with an intent to 
iufluence the measures or conductot any foreign government, 
or of any officer or agent thereot,in reiation to any disputes or 
controversies with the United States, or defeat the measures 
of the Government of the United States; or ifany person being 
a citizen of or resident within the United States, and not duly 
authorized, shall counsel, advise, aid, or assist in any such 
correspondence, With intent as aforesaid, he or they shall be 
deemed guilly of a bigh misdemeanor, and, on convicuon 
before any court of the United States having jurisdiction 
thercof, shall be punished by a fine not exceeding five thou | 
sand dotlars and by imprisonment during a terin of not less | 
than six months, nor exceeding tiree years: Provided al- 
ways, That nothing in this act contained shall be construed | 
to abridge the right of individual citizens of the United States 
to apply, by themselves or their lawful agents, to any foreign 
Government or their agents tiereof for the redress of any 
injuries in relation to person or property which such indi- 
viduals may have sustaned trom such Government, or any 
of its agents, citizens, or subjects,’? approved January 30, 
1790—-any further legislation be necessary in order more 
effectually to protect the rights and interests of the people of 
the United States against tic consequences which may re- | 
eult from the assumption of any individual or individuals, 
without authority to act, in the naine or behalf of the Gov- | 
ernment of the United States, or any department or officer | 
thereof, with any foreign Government, or department or offi- 
cer thereof, or any individual or individuals assuming to be 
such foreign Government, or department or officer thereof, 
and especially in matters of peace and war. ; 

Resolved, That the fortieth rule for conducting business in 
the Senate, and which requires the Senate to close its doors 
when transacting Executive business, be rescinded, and the 
Senate shall hereafter sit with open doors while transacting 
all business. 

Resolved, That the injunction of secrecy be, and the same 
is hereby, removed from all past proceedings of the Senate in 
Executive session. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, rose to submita 
paper; when— $ 

Mr. SEVIER immediately renewed his propo- 
sition, refusing to give way. 

And the motion having been agreed to, the Sen- 
ate proceeded to the consideration of Executive 
business. . 

After an hour spent in Executive session, the 
doors were reopened; when 

Several petitions were presented and referred. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Two or three unimportant bills were reported 
from committees. 

Mr. CASS, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, submitted the testimony taken before the 
committee in relation to the claims upon the Gov- 
ernment by citizens of California, arising out of 
our military operations in that country. 

Mr. C. said that this testimony disclosed much 
important information, and he moved that it be 
printed, and that 20,000 extra copies be also print- 
ed for distribution; which was agreed to. 


THE TEN-REGIMENT BILL. 
Mr. CASS gave notice that he would call up the 








ten-regiment bill to-morrow, at one o’clock, and 
he hoped the Senate would be prepared to act upon 
it without delay, as it was desirable that it should 
be speedily passed. 

M:. MASON observed, that when this bill was 
last before the Senate, he had obtained the floor, 
with a view of expressing his opinions upon the 
various subjects which had been presented, when 
it should next be before the Senate. Since that 
day, however, the bill had not been before the Sen- 
ate, and circumstances had occurred, pretty well 
known to the public, which rendered it unneces- 
sary that the discussion should be continued in the 
range which it had hitherto taken. He was, there- 
fore, very willing to yield the floor, if Senators 
upon the other side would forego their intention 
further to discuss the bill, and let it be put upon 
its passage. He knew of nothing which had trans- | 
pired to render such a measure unnecessary. 

Mr. CASS said, it was the unanimous opinion 
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of gentlemen on his side of the Chamber that to } session. He did not approve of i He ih saan, 


halt now in our military operations would be fatal. 
‘Fheir wish was that the bill should be passed be- 
fore the een to-morrow. 


| 


| 


Mr. BERRIEN observed, that if gentlemen on | 
the other side, holding the majority, were deter- |, 


mined to press the passage of this bill to-morrow, 


rior numbers. He trusted, however, that such a | 
course would not be pursued, but that the privilege | 
which had been enjoyed by gentlemen on the other | 
side of discussing the bill fully, would also be ex- 

tended to them, to afford an opportunity of explain- | 
ing why they thought the bill unnecessary. 

Mr. Xr 

the Senator from Georgia, that it was the opinion 
on that side of the Chamber that the bill was now 
unnecessary. He should feel it his duty, there- 


those on his side must yield to the force of supe- } 
| 


fore, to occupy the floor to-morrow, to show that || 
the necessity for the passage of the bill still ex- | 
{ 


ists, 
Mr. ALLEN suggested to Senators on the other | 


side, who seemed disposed to continue the debate | 


upon the bill, that they might avail themselves of | 
materials for the discussion, by taking up and 
adopging the resolution which he had offered this 
morning for rescinding the rule requiring a portion 


of the business of the Senate to be transacted in | 
secret session. They could then introduce topics | 


which it would not otherwise be in order for them 
even to allude to. 


Mr. MANGUM did not exactly comprehend | 
the extent and scope of the resolution referred to | 


by the Senator from Ohio. 

Several Senators called for the reading of the 
resolution, and it was read by the Secretary. [The 
resolution, which is to rescind the 40th rule, is 
given above. 

Mr. MANGUM observed, that he would not 
interpose his vote to a resolution to consider the 
particular matter which had been alluded to in 


open session, if gentlemen on the other side saw | 


proper to take such a step. He would place the 
responsibility upon gentlemen representing the 
Administration upon that floor, and if they saw fit 
to adopt such a course, he would not interpose his 


negative. As to the resolution which had been | 


read, so wide in its scope, he would take occasion 
to give his views upon it when it should come 
u 


Mr. ALLEN moved that the resolution be now | 


takeh up. 

Mr. \iANGUM would not himself interpose 
any objection; but, under the rule, the resolution 
must lie on the table if a single member objected. 

Mr. BERRIEN said there was a grave question 
involved in this resolution, and it should not be 
acted on hastily. He therefore moved that the 
Senate adjourn. 

Mr. DOUGLAS demanded the yeas and nays 
on the motion. 

Mr. ALLEN suggested to the Senator from 
Georgia that the resolution could be postponed until 
to-morrow without an adjournment. 

Mr. BERRIEN had taken that mode of post- 
poning the resolution. If, however, there was a 


desire for a longer session, he would withdraw the | 


motion. 


Mr. CAMERON was opposed to the considera- 


tion of the resolution to-day, though when it came | 
up he might be found with the mover. Too much | 
time had already been wasted in the discussion of | 
the ten-regiment bill; and he hoped there would be | 


no more delay in regard to it. The necessity for 

its passage WAS as great now, or greater, than ever. 
Mr. NILES hoped the Senator would withdraw 

his objection, and let the resolution be taken up. 


Mr. CALHOUN thought there was an intimate | 
connection between the ten-regiment bill and the | 


subject which had been alluded to, which pertained 
to Executive business. He hoped the honorable 
chairman of the Military Committee would not, 
therefore, persist in his determination to press the 
e of the bill. As to the resolution of the 
os nator from Ohio, he was utterly opposed to it, 
even if so modified as to embrace only the present 
subject for Executive consideration. It would be 
opening the door to a dangerous precedent, and 
would throw down the barrier which the Consti- 
tution had wisely placed round the consideration 
of questions involving peace or war. 
Mr. MANGUM hoped he was not understood 
as approving even the consideration of the one par- 
ticular subject which had been alluded to in open 








| observed that if those representing the Adminis. 
| tration chose to take the responsibility of such 

| course, he should not interpose his negative to <q 
| He thought it was a question for them to : 


sett 
and upon them would rest the responsibilit * 


| Mr. CALHOUN had not understood the Sen. 
| ator from North Carolina as approving it. 
| Mr. CASS desired to say one word. There 
| was a greater necessity now than ever for the pas- 
sage of the bill. Suppose a treaty had been nego. 
tiated, it was very well known that there was not 
a —— of the Mexican Congress at Queretaro 
to have ratified such a treaty. And Supposing we 


known that there is no stability in the Mexican 
Government; that it is here to-day and gone to. 
morrow, and there is no certainty that it would be 
ratified by the one which might exist when jt 
should reach Mexico. Besides, if we relax oyr 
military operations, it might disincline them to 
ratify any treaty. The passage of the bill wij} 
cost us nothing, for we need not raise the troops 
if they are not needed. But we should make q 
demonstration here to act upon the fears of the 
Mexican rulers, and thus force them into a peace, 

Mr. MANGUM rose to a point of order. 

Mr. CASS was aware that he was not in order, 
there being no question before the Senate. Other 
gentlemen, however, had been permitted to go on, 
_and as he had been personally alluded to by the 
| Senator from South Carolina, he hoped he would 
| be allowed the same privilege. 
| Mr. MANGUM said that was not his point of 
| order. It was, whether the Senator was not in 
| some sense affording “aid and comfort to the 


| 
ASON inferred, from the observations of | should ratify a treaty, if there be one, it is well 





/enemy,’’ by making remarks here which would 
be published, and might reach their ears, about 
making a feint—a movement for effect—to operate 
upon their fears, the knowledge of which would 
tend to defeat its aim? 

Mr. CASS was not for making a feint: he was 
| for effective operations. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, said he should 
| object to the consideration of the resolution of the 
| Senator from Ohio to-day, and he would therefore 
| move that the Senate adjourn; which was agreed 
| to without dissent. 
H And the Senate adjourned. 
} 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, February 24, 1848. 


| The House met at the usual hour, and was 
|| opened by prayer by the Chaplain. A full attend- 
| ance of members and a crowded audience attested 
|, the deep interest of the occasion which called the 
| two Houses to offer public testimonials of their 
| profound respect for the memory of the Hon. 

Seam Quincy Apams, who breathed his last on 

esterday evening, and whose mortal remains yet 
ie within the walls of the Capitol. 

The SPEAKER (the Hon. R. C. Wintnror) 
rose, and in a feeling and affecting manner ad- 
dressed the House as follows: 


Gentlemen of the House of 
Representatives of the United States: 

It has been thought fit that the Chair should 
announce officially to this House an event alread 
known to the members individually, and whi 
has filled all our hearts with sadness. 

A seat on this floor has been vacated, towards 
which our eyes have been accustomed to turn with 
no common interest. 

A voice has been hushed forever in this Hall, 
| to which all ears have been wont to listen with 
profound reverence. : : 

A venerable form has faded from our sight, 
| around which we have daily clustered with an af 
| fectionate regard. 
|| A name has been stricken from the roll of the 
'| living statesmen of our land, which has been asso- 
| ciated for more than half a century with the high- 
|, est civil service, and the loftiest civil renown. 

_. On Monday, the 2ist instant, Jonn Quincy 
| Apams sunk in his seat, in pone of us all, b 
1 


he sudden illness, from whic 





| 
i] 


|| sachusetts around him, 
Whatever advanced age, long experience, great 

ability, vast learning, accumulated public honors, 

a spotless private character, and a firm religious 


| 





he never recovered; 
and he died in the Speaker’s room at a quarter 
| past seven o’clock last evening, with the officers 

of the House and the delegation of his own Mas- 









